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GPs and the future of rural and remote health care 
Rural medical practitioners are essential to the multi-professional health teams that should be 
available to country people. Initiatives to improve the supply and distribution of doctors 
throughout rural Australia must become part of the national health policy and plan which the 
National Rural Health Alliance calls on Commonwealth and State governments to implement as a 
matter of urgency. 
 
For these reasons the Alliance recognises the importance of today’s joint announcement by the 
Rural Doctors Association of Australia (RDAA) and the Australian Medical Association (AMA) 
and supports their bid for additional resources for rural medical practice.   
 
“The NRHA sees continuing development of the rural medical workforce as an  important part of 
the special consideration that needs to be given to health service development in rural and remote 
areas,” Professor John Wakerman, Chairperson of the Alliance, said today.  
 
“We welcome Labor’s commitment to reform the health system overall, including the workforce 
challenges and the role and funding of public hospitals," he said. 
 
“The supply and distribution of health professionals is likely to be the toughest issue to resolve in 
the medium term.  We have no shortage of financial resources or ideas on how to improve the 
performance of hospitals – but there is a global shortage of health professionals which will make 
it very hard to meet needs in Australia. 
 
“With that in mind parliamentarians are duty bound to seriously consider any means offered by 
the AMA and RDAA to increase the access country people have to doctors and other health 
professionals.” 
 
The Alliance is bidding during the current election campaign for extra scholarships for students 
from rural areas to study the health sciences, and for an integrated multi-disciplinary placement 
scheme for health students. These measures will encourage a greater proportion of students to 
practise in rural and remote areas. 
 
But improving health outcomes is not about workforce issues alone. Priorities are the need for an 
independent national inquiry into the sustainability of rural, regional and remote areas, and a clear 
national health policy that clarifies the respective roles of Australian and State governments.  We 
also require improved health infrastructure and better linkages between the various components of 
the health system. Management and governance, including the role of communities in governance 
arrangements, also need to be strengthened. 
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