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We need a health system for the future – not selective local announcements 
 
Politicians have recognised that health is a major issue for the Australian public, but 
for the most part their responses to date have been disappointing.  Far too much 
emphasis has been on short-term responses to local problems, with little attention to 
reform and improving relationships within a new system between clinicians, 
consumers and Commonwealth and State governments. 
 
The Alliance supports the tit-for-tat announcements on cancer, autism, hospital 
waiting lists, pensioners and carers, but wants to see governments commit to a 
planned health system for the future – not just selective local initiatives for the next 
three years. 
 
Professor John Wakerman, Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance, today 
called on Labor to give more emphasis to its plans for a National Health and Hospitals 
Reform Commission to lead development of a national health policy.  
 
“Labor has plans to reform the health system, but the focus during the election 
campaign from both major parties has been on cherry picking, aimed particularly at 
local problems.  The result is that instead of a national plan for rural and remote 
health, we have commitments to selected places.   
 
“In an election campaign the reasons for this selective approach are obvious, but it 
does not bode well for improved access, equity and health workforce across the 
board,” Professor Wakerman said. 
 
“And now we find both major parties unwilling to commit to national plans because 
of their need to demonstrate fiscal responsibility.  This is a bit rich when they have 
both committed over $30 billion in tax cuts, and when half a billion would make a 
major contribution to better health for Aboriginal and Torres Islander people and the 
citizens of rural and remote areas. 
 
“The major parties should have confidence in polling that shows people will support 
investment in health and other services, and prove they have a vision for the future of 
rural and remote health services after the election. Lower life expectancy in the bush, 
poor access to services and the serious shortage of health professionals will not be 
solved with ad hoc commitments to particular locations.” 
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