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Drought relief welcome, but what is the future for the bush? 
 
Yesterday's announcement of a major extension of drought support for farmers should be welcomed 
by all Australians.  Agriculture is a major contributor to Australia's economic and social wellbeing.  
Drought and climate change are having and will continue to have an impact on many rural regions, 
increasing the uncertainty surrounding many small rural towns.   
 
This situation underlines the importance and urgency of an independent national inquiry into the 
sustainability of rural and remote communities.  While additional drought relief measures are 
welcome, we must also recognise that the status and future of agriculture is only one of the 
determinants of income, health and wellbeing in rural Australia.   
 
Other key questions include how rural and remote communities should prepare for the impact of 
climate change.  How will the increasing disparity between booming minerals export regions and 
drought-affected pastoral areas be handled?  What is the future for Indigenous outstations?  Will small 
pastoral communities survive beyond this worst drought in living memory? And if some will not, how 
should we prepare for this eventuality? 
 
The NRHA believes a major national rethink on these issues is urgently needed, as is agreement about 
the future of many small rural and remote communities.   
 
“Although we are a health Alliance, it is quite deliberate that our first priority in the election campaign 
is to seek bipartisan political support for an independent national inquiry into the sustainability of rural 
and remote communities,” said NRHA Chair, Professor John Wakerman. 
  
"There is no sense in being concerned about how to devise sustainable health services for rural and 
remote areas unless we can be sure that they will be there,” he said. “Underpinning all of this is the 
key question about the extent to which governments will intervene to support non-farm industries and 
communities in rural and remote areas, provide alternatives to those forced off the land – or whether 
their future will be left to the free market,” he said. 
 
“The current unforgiving drought is affecting rural communities. But the city is also dependent on the 
bush. The effects will be felt throughout the country, now and in the future. The NRHA is pleased that 
all sides of politics are showing concern for our rural and regional communities. We would like this 
concern, which is currently focused on agriculture and the drought, to be extended to bipartisan 
support for a long-term vision for rural and remote communities,” Prof Wakerman said.   
 
Further information:  
John Wakerman, Chair    0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media 0419 664 155 
 
 

The NRHA’s election priorities are on the Election Section at 
www.ruralhealth.org.au 
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