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Health infrastructure, regional development, and birthing in the bush 

 
The NRHA has welcomed the Labor Party announcement that, if elected to government, 
it would reform the Rural Medical Infrastructure Fund (RMIF) to enable more country 
communities to benefit from its assistance.  
 
The RMIF makes funding available to help rural communities provide and improve 
infrastructure for medical services, including for the building of new medical facilities.  
The NRHA advocates development of multidisciplinary health services and the 
infrastructure to support them, including in smaller country towns.  This infrastructure support 
should be available through a variety of local agencies.   
 
NRHA Chairperson John Wakerman also welcomed the additional investment in growing 
regions announced this week by Deputy Prime Minister Mark Vaile.   
 
The Australian Government's Growing Regions Programme will provide $200 million 
over four years ‘to address the effects of rapid growth, structural change, population 
migration and population ageing’.  Businesses, local governments, institutions and 
communities will be able to apply for funding of $1-3 million per project, with a 
requirement for matching funds from the State/Territory government and the project 
proponent. 
 
“Given the relationship between regional development and health, this new focus on 
regions experiencing growth makes good sense,” Professor Wakerman said today from 
Alice Springs.  “However, in contrast, many other towns and regions are experiencing the 
impact of long-term drought and loss of economic and service activity. 
 
“We need a national plan for rural, regional and remote areas to accommodate the full 
range of economic and social change being experienced by non-metropolitan 
communities.” 
 
He referred to a recent University of Ballarat study which reports that health professionals 
have been advising women with diabetes not to have children because of ‘insufficient 
medical services in regional and rural towns to deal with the complications caused by 
diabetes during pregnancy’. 
 
“When family planning decisions in a country as affluent as Australia are determined by 
location, it shows that our national health system is in need of urgent attention,” he said.  
 
“When families in country areas are facing such stark choices, it illustrates the extent of 
the need to build the physical infrastructure and provide an appropriately skilled health 
workforce in rural and remote areas,” Professor Wakerman said. 
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