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Call for national rural and remote area health plan 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA) has called on political parties to commit to a national plan for 
rural and remote communities – and to a new national plan for health. 
 
“There are plenty of opportunities for short-term solutions to the problems facing people in rural and remote 
communities," NRHA Chair, Professor John Wakerman, said today. “But it is vital that governments 
approach change for rural and remote communities in the context of an agreed long-term plan," he said. 
 
“There is no sense in introducing new models for health service delivery in small communities without any 
guarantee they will continue to exist," Professor Wakerman said. 
 
"We need a broad independent national enquiry into the sustainability of rural and remote communities – 
how services are to be provided in areas of rapid growth and what support and compensation will be 
provided in communities that are not prospering. Many of those in the latter category are still suffering the 
effects of extended drought."  
 
The NRHA has proposed a similarly long-term strategic approach to health services.  
 
“We would like to see a national health policy and, within it, a national health plan that includes rural and 
remote components," said Professor Wakerman. 
 
The plans must be agreed collaboratively between governments and have significant input from consumers 
and health service providers. They would clarify the role of the Commonwealth in areas that are currently the 
responsibility of the States, such as public hospitals, and provide the basis of measures to address the serious 
shortages of health professionals in rural and remote areas. 
 
The NRHA also seeks a commitment from political parties to transform the current NT Indigenous health 
initiative into long-term, well-funded national programs involving ongoing consultation with community and 
Indigenous leaders. 
 
The provision of oral and dental health services to rural Australians – and a better dental workforce – remain 
on the Alliance’s list of key issues as discussed with parliamentarians in Canberra last week.  Other issues 
discussed were ways to increase the supply of health professionals to rural areas through rural scholarships 
for nursing and allied health; a national rural health undergraduate placement scheme; and building up the 
multipurpose health infrastructure in smaller country towns. 
 
The NRHA intends to evaluate the election proposals of the major parties against its priorities and provide 
the results to people in rural and remote areas prior to the election. 

 
 
Further information:  
Professor John Wakerman, Chairperson:  0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media Officer: 0419 664 155  
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