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     MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

26 July 2007 
 

Considering the welfare of refugees in rural and remote Australia 
 
The health of refugees who settle in rural and remote Australia is the theme of a public 
seminar to be held at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra on 7 August.  Ms Constance 
Okot and Ms Susan Moi, who are themselves refugees from Africa, will speak in a panel 
about their own experiences in the re-settlement process. 
 
Organised by the National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA), the seminar will feature keynote 
addresses and case studies, including one on the need to provide health and counselling 
services to refugees and another on the necessity for community support. 
 
In an address that bears comparison to extending health checks for Aboriginal children in 
the Northern Territory, Dr Mitchell Smith of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians 
Working Party on Refugee Health, will speak on the health of refugee children re-settled in 
Australia. 
 
Titled Listening with compassion: responding with respect, the half day seminar will also be 
addressed by Daniel Boyer of the Department of Immigration and Citizenship. He will 
discuss the settlement of refugees in regional areas and provide information on their 
numbers, location and health status. 
 
Dr Geraldine Duncan, a general practitioner from Wagga Wagga and trauma counsellor Dr 
Penny Vine from Albury, both in country NSW, will present case studies on providing 
health and counselling services to refugees in rural areas.  
 
NRHA Chairperson, Professor John Wakerman, hopes the seminar will inform the public on 
how Australia is coping with refugee settlement outside of major cities like Sydney, 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane and Perth. 
 
Registration at the Telstra Theatre, within the Australian War Memorial complex, will open 
at 1.15pm on Tuesday, 7 August.  Those who wish to register early can do so online at 
register@ruralhealth.org.au
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