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Health professionals prepare PM for the long haul 

 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA) has alerted the Prime Minister that it 
will take a generation or more to eradicate the primary causes of community and 
family dysfunction in the Northern Territory.  
 
NRHA chairperson Professor John Wakerman also cautioned in a letter to Mr Howard 
that alleviating core problems will require significant investment in areas not 
traditionally linked to the health sector. 
 
“These investments in education, housing, employment, water, transport and food will 
have to be at substantial levels – and ongoing,’’ he said. 
 
“We hope that such long-term investments in rural, regional and remote areas will be 
forthcoming. Like the emergency response, the long-term action must be well-
resourced and comprehensive. 
 
“To recruit and retain the numbers of health professionals necessary will require 
major development of health service infrastructure, establishment of high quality 
management and governance systems involving communities, and appropriate 
linkages between key service, training and professional support agencies.’’  
 
The NRHA said it understands the Prime Minister’s “significant personal 
investment’’ in the recent taskforce initiative, but noted that child abuse is a national 
problem not confined to Indigenous communities. 
 
“We are pleased to understand that the proposed health checks will relate to general 
health and wellbeing, not just sexual abuse. In planning for widespread child health 
checks it is essential to recognise that the children in most Aboriginal families living 
in the Northern Territory are not in jeopardy,’’ Professor Wakerman wrote. 
 
The NRHA confirmed support for some of the proposed measures, such as extra 
policing and reduction of alcohol availability, including in regional centres, but 
advised these measures should be complemented by a range of proven community-
based strategies such as home visiting services by suitably qualified nurses and other 
professionals. 
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The purpose of writing to the Prime Minister, with copies to Health Minister Tony 
Abbott and Indigenous Affairs Minister Mal Brough, was to offer the NRHA’s help in 
meeting the commitment and ensuring the Alliance’s concerns were clear about how 
plans should proceed. 
 
“The government is clearly aware of the critical importance of collaboration with 
Indigenous leaders and communities, and with other levels of government, to ensure 
successful longer term outcomes,” said Professor Wakerman. 
 
“We are aware of the refinements to the commitment initially made, and urge your 
government’s early consultation with the Aboriginal Medical Service Alliance 
Northern Territory (AMSANT), whose advice represents the views of Aboriginal 
health services providers on the ground. 
 
“For the professional health and community services work proposed, we do not 
support the use of volunteers who are unfamiliar with working in remote 
communities. We trust this is not what you have in mind. For people involved with 
delivering the envisaged services, cultural safety, cultural respect and cultural security 
frameworks need to be taken seriously.’’ 
 
Professor Wakerman said Aboriginal Health Workers play a key role in improving 
health outcomes in their communities and that further development and support for 
the profession would enhance the chances of long-term success. 
 
The NRHA represents 27 national organisations, including consumers and providers 
of health services in rural and remote areas. Among these are the Australian 
Indigenous Doctors Association, the National Aboriginal Community Controlled 
Health Organisation and the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
 
 
Further information: 
Professor John Wakerman – Chairperson – 0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson – Media Officer – 0419 664 155 
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