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Major commitment welcomed - but the national emergency is not 
confined to child sexual abuse 

 
“A number of the measures announced today by the Howard Government to protect 
Indigenous children and focus on the situation in remote Aboriginal communities are 
supported by the National Rural Health Alliance,” John Wakerman said tonight from 
Alice Springs.  
 
“Today's announcement shows just what action can be initiated, and what resources are 
available, when a national emergency is recognised and political will galvanised,” he said.  
“Several of the detailed proposals look very positive, whilst some of the proposals are 
lacking in important detail. But whatever challenges there may be in implementation of 
the plans, they show leadership," Dr Wakerman said. 
 
"It will now be critical to work with Aboriginal people and organisations in the 
communities concerned on roll-out of the proposals.  There needs to be a balance between 
enforcement and control on one hand; and encouragement and development on the other."   
 
This announcement will be another test of the ability of the Commonwealth, States and 
Northern Territory to collaborate on health.  It is encouraging to hear the Commonwealth 
committing to whatever level of resources is required to try to meet the Indigenous health 
challenge.  The Alliance also challenges the Australian Government to recognise that 
other well-documented and severe social and health problems in Indigenous communities 
would be equally unacceptable in a Canberra suburb.  
 
The Alliance is a member of the Close the Gap campaign and attaches a very high 
priority to achieving an equivalent level of health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples.  This will never happen while extremely poor living conditions and 
shocking behaviour, especially towards children, continue - as has been so graphically 
reported by Rex Wild and Pat Anderson. 
 
After we have all taken stock of today's shock announcement, the challenge will be to 
ensure sustained action, including addressing the social and economic determinants of 
health that underpin good health for all Indigenous people and others currently 
disadvantaged. 
 
Children must be protected, but the emergency is not confined to child sexual abuse.   
 
 
Further information:  John Wakerman, Chairperson     0417 884 182 
  Gordon Gregory, ED  02 6285 4660 
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