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NRHA joins the work to Close the Gap and to demand Indigenous health equality 

 
Cathy Freeman, Tom Calma, Henry Councillor, Ian Thorpe, Gary Highland and Jeff 
McMullen were the speakers in Sydney today at the launch of Australia’s largest ever 
campaign to improve Indigenous health.  The campaign brings together the Human 
Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, the National Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health Organisation (NACCHO), Oxfam, Olympic greats, Australians for 
Native Title and Reconciliation (ANTaR) and over 35 other organisations that signed 
the Open Letter to parliamentarians and the Australian public late last year.  The 
Letter called for equal health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples within 
twenty-five years and today’s launch is the next step. 
 
The NRHA, led by two of its Member Bodies, NACCHO and the Australian 
Indigenous Doctors Association (AIDA), was a signatory to that Open Letter.  
Delegates at the recent National Rural Health Conference charged the NRHA to work 
with community and expert involvement to refine the rural and remote components of 
an action plan for equal health for Indigenous people within a generation.  The plan 
will require new targeted funding from a range of governmental, private sector and 
community agencies.  
 
Commissioner Tom Calma emphasised the need for individuals and communities to 
be responsible for their own actions but called on governments to guarantee the 
opportunities for such actions to succeed.  “Equal health within twenty-five years is a 
feasible target,” Mr Calma said. “To reach it we need bipartisan support, targets and 
timelines, and the allocation of resources.” 
 
Jeff McMullen spoke of the challenge as a national emergency that outranks global 
warming and terrorism.  Chronic illnesses are threatening the future wellbeing of our 
Aboriginal peoples.  “We have the science; this is about making it personal,” he said.  
All of us, as individuals, should do whatever we can to help Close the Gap.      
 
Ian Thorpe agreed.  “If every Australian knew what the situation is, we would do what 
needs to be done to fix it,” he said.   
 
People wanting to support this new campaign can add their hand to ANTaR’s virtual 
Sea of Hands and send a message: go to www.antar.org.au  
 
     
Further information on NRHA’s involvement: John Wakerman, Chairperson 0417 884 182 


