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Major events in conjunction with 9th Conference 

A number of important meetings are being held in Albury in March next year in conjunction 
with the 9th National Rural Health Conference.  Before the Conference there is the prestigious 
5th International Rural Nursing Congress, and Australian meetings of the National Rural 
Health Network of students’ clubs, and on emergency medicine, Aboriginal health, rural 
health service management, rural pharmacy, writing for publication, and the rural and regional 
ambulance paramedic in Australia.  Given sufficient demand, there will also be a course on 
breast cancer in Indigenous women. After the Conference there is a one-day course on blood-
borne viruses and sexually transmissible infections.  Registration for these events, and further 
information about them, is available at the Alliance’s 9th Conference website. 

The 5th International Rural Nursing Congress runs from 4-6 March and has the theme Rural & 
Remote Nursing in a Changing Global Environment.  Keynote Speakers include Judith Kulig 
from Lethbridge, Alberta, a health researcher and leading expert on the health benefits of rural 
community leadership, problem-solving and cohesiveness.  Like many others, Judith will stay 
on for the 9th Conference at which she will also speak. 
 
If there is sufficient demand, the National Breast Cancer Centre will run a half-day workshop 
for health professionals on breast cancer in Indigenous women.  It would be of value to health 
professionals working with Indigenous women, including Indigenous health workers, GPs, 
rural and remote area nurses, and allied health professionals, as well as others with an interest 
in supporting members of Indigenous communities affected by breast cancer.  Potential 
participants are asked to tick the box on the pre-Conference event portion of the Conference 
website.  
 
The RDAA/ACRRM Symposium (7 March) will be on emergency medicine in rural 
Australia.  Key presentations will lead into facilitated group work from which the outcomes of 
the day are drawn.  Delegates will thus have an opportunity to contribute to real innovation 
and progress in support of quality emergency care for rural Australia.  Delegates from all 
health professions, federal, state and local government, rural organisations, consumer groups, 
health service administrations and rural communities are needed to ensure that the outcomes 
are truly representative of the rural constituency.  The outcomes of the Symposium will be 
published and provided to all participants for use in their own work. 
 
The National Rural Health Network Forum is an opportunity for 220 health students, 
members of 19 rural health clubs around Australia, to come together and discuss important 
rural and remote health issues from a student perspective.  It will focus on mental health and 
health care issues.  The NRHN’s Mental Health Guide, “When the Cowpat Hits the 
Windmill”, produced in conjunction with beyondblue, will be launched at the conference. The 
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Forum (6-7 March) will help facilitate effective transitions for students to being effective 
members of the rural health workforce.  
 
NACCHO, AIDA and the NRHA are planning a half-day focus on the Aboriginal health 
sector, dealing with some of the clinical, community development, workforce and 
organisational issues confronting the sector and how they are being addressed. People 
interested in the latest developments in Australia’s Indigenous health sector are encouraged to 
attend. 
 
The Australian College of Health Service Executives (ACHSE) is holding a pre-conference 
forum on rural health service management.  It will work through a range of topical issues 
facing health service managers in rural settings, and provide a great opportunity to meet and 
network with rural and remote health service managers from across Australia.  Presentations 
will look at current health management best practice and innovative initiatives touching on 
key challenges, management from the perspective of Aboriginal communities and 
management trainees, and much more. 
 
The Rural Pharmacy Workforce Program will host the 2nd Rural Pharmacist Forum on 7 
March.  It will consist of presentations on the 4th Agreement Programs, experiences of a rural 
undergraduate scholarship holder, collaborative health care, and succession planning, S100, 
profile of a remote pharmacist, and pharmacist academics at University Departments of Rural 
Health. 
 
‘Innovations in rural and regional paramedic roles’ is a workshop (7 March) sponsored by 
Charles Sturt University’s Institute of Land, Water and Society.  A consortium of Australian 
Universities has completed commissioned research on the Rural and Regional Ambulance 
Paramedic in Australia. The research has resulted in a description of a rural expanded scope 
of practice paramedic.  The research was funded nationally by the Council of Ambulance 
Authorities and conducted in four States.  The workshop will be of interest to all health 
professionals and community members involved with rural expanded scope of practice 
models in Australia. 
 
The Writing for Publication Workshop (7 March) is being run by the NRHA and the AJRH.  
It will assist authors seeking publication in refereed journals.  Key sessions will be conducted 
by those associated with the Australian Journal of Rural Health, including experienced 
writers, editors and publishers.  
 
After the 9th Conference (11 March) there will be a one-day course from the Australian 
Society fro HIV Medicine on ‘Blood Borne Viruses and Sexually Transmissible Infections’.  
This course will provide an overview of the epidemiology, testing principles, pathogenesis, 
natural history and treatment of HIV, hepatitis B and C infection and common Sexually 
Transmissible Infections. 
 
Registration for all of these events and for the 9th Conference itself, and further information 
about all of them, is available at the Alliance’s 9th Conference website.   
 

http://9thnrhc.ruralhealth.org.au/program/?IntCatId=4  
 
 
Further information:  conference@ruralhealth.org.au  


