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Want to stand up for rural communities? Register for Albury next March 

 
Drought and the spectre of climate change have brought rural issues closer to 
centre stage, but where are we with rural health status and health services, and 
what are the health impacts of continued drought?  What are the implications for 
rural people of current developments in health services, of potential changes in 
the structure of the health system, the shape of Medicare, how hospitals operate, 
the relationship between Commonwealth and State agencies, and an over-
stretched health workforce?  
 
If you are concerned with the well-being of country communities and the people 
who live in them, the 9th Conference in Albury is an opportunity to check 
progress and to reflect on successes, challenges and recent developments.  
Registration is open for the Conference, being held at Albury from 7-10 March 
2007.  Program and registration are available on-line at www.ruralhealth.org.au 
 
Keynote speakers will include Robert Tickner, Secretary General and CEO of 
the Australian Red Cross; Rhonda Galbally, CEO of Our Community; Tony 
McMichael, Australia’s leading researcher on the health effects of climate 
change; Philip Davies, Deputy Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Ageing; Brian Kelly, head of the NSW Centre for Rural and Remote Mental 
Health; Barbara Pocock, Director of the Centre for Work and Life at the 
University of South Australia; and former Head of the Department of Health, 
Andrew Podger.     
 
There will be special workshops on managing chronic kidney disease in rural 
Australia; dementia; Indigenous health workforce solutions; rural scholarships; 
and the health benefits of physical skills for older people. 
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Murray Arts is working with the Alliance to guarantee a good program of arts in 
health, dealing with both its educational and therapeutic aspects. 
 
Conference organisers will provide you with a very warm welcome and a well-
managed event.  In addition to the evidence you will hear, there will be a range 
of activities to ensure you are kept engaged.  There will be an arts-in-health 
stream, an exhibition, networking time, and the opportunity to meet new and old 
friends. 
 
Bring your views to Albury to help ensure that, as soon as possible, people in 
rural and remote areas have the same opportunities and the same health as 
people in our major cities. 
 
There will be 100 contributed papers, from both experienced researchers and 
first-time presenters. 
 
Eight formal pre-Conference events will be held, most of them on Wednesday 7 
March, and details of these are also on the Conference website. 
 
This important event should be accessible to most people, thanks to core support 
from the Department of Health and Ageing through its funding to the NRHA.  
Other supporters of the Conference include the National Health and Medical 
Research Council (NHMRC), NSW Health, the NSW Department of State and 
Regional Development, and the Toowoomba Hospital Foundation. 
 
Early Bird Registration is $737 (with a special rate for enrolled friends of the 
Alliance) and is available until 15 December 2006. 
 
 
Information and registration: www.ruralhealth.org.au 
Email:    conference@ruralhealth.org.au 
 


