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Strong program for 9th National Rural Health Conference 
 
The program for the 9th National Rural Health Conference will provide insights into many of 
the key issues affecting the health of people in rural and remote Australia.  With over 300 
abstracts having been offered for concurrent sessions, the Conference Committee has been 
able to select a range of research reports and descriptive papers on such thing as the impacts 
of rurality and poor food supply in remote areas, women’s health, and education for rural and 
remote health workers.  
 
Other concurrent sessions will deal with rural communities in action, rural aspects of   
planning for a pandemic, information and communications technology support for health 
professionals, recruiting health professionals, rural maternity services and perinatal care, the 
mental health of farm families, rural emergency care, and community pharmacy.   
 
There will be a focus on programs supporting healthy communities in south-west Queensland 
– with stories from Charleville, Cunnamulla, Augathella and Quilpie. 
 
Keynote speakers will include Robert Tickner, Secretary General and CEO of the Australian 
Red Cross, Rhonda Galbally, CEO of Our Community, Philip Davies, Deputy Secretary of 
the Department of Health and Ageing and Andrew Podger.  Andrew Podger will describe the 
likely impacts on rural health and services from restructuring of the national health system.   
 
There will be a special stream on cancer and palliative care in the bush, organised by the 
Clinical Oncological Society of Australia, with a Keynote Address and a number of 
concurrent session papers. 
 
Special workshops will be offered on managing chronic kidney disease in regional and remote 
Australia; managing people with dementia; and moving from the failure discourse to better 
Indigenous health workforce solutions. 
 
Murray Arts is working with the Alliance to guarantee a fine program of arts in health, 
dealing with both its educational and therapeutic aspects.  
 
Conference MC will be Julie McCrossin. 
 
When all of this is added to some eight significant pre-conference workshops or seminars, 
Albury will be abuzz with opportunities to learn about rural and remote health from 7-10 
March next year. 
 
The program will be on the Alliance’s website in early October, when registrations will open. 
 
 
Further information:  conference@ruralhealth.org.au 


