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Inequities in health care highlighted 

 
John Wakerman, Chairperson of the NRHA, said that many people in rural and 
remote areas would recognise the personal adversity and courage displayed by the 
families featured on last night’s Four Corners program.  “The program highlighted 
the significant inequities between major cities and the bush, such as those in services 
for maternity care and cancer,” Dr Wakerman said.   
 
“There is evidence of real differences in both the status of health and the access to 
services, and some of the underlying causes are clear.  There is a crisis in health 
workforce supply.  There is a lack of clear accountability between different levels of 
government.  Many services have contracted.  And there are inconsistencies across 
jurisdictions – for instance with patients’ travel and accommodation schemes.” 
 
“There are also social and economic inequities, like big differences in petrol and food 
prices, and poorer education outcomes and lower incomes in the bush,” Dr Wakerman 
said.  “These put good health and access to services even more out of reach of country 
people.” 
 
“Some of these things are difficult to fix, but others are easy.  It’s not a time for buck 
passing by governments, but clear accountability and collaboration on health services.  
All this would take is the stroke of a pen and some political will,” Dr Wakerman said.   
 
“There has been significant rural health investment over the past decade,” he said.  
“But the gap in health outcomes is still to be addressed.  Cases such as those 
highlighted last night provide us with the human evidence we need to underpin a 
national call to action on rural and remote health services. ” 
 
The NRHA, representing 24 national organisations, continues to provide information 
and evidence to help governments and professional bodies with these challenges.  It 
welcomes the kind of exposure provided last night by Four Corners. 
 
  
 
Further information:  John Wakerman, Chairperson, on 08 8951 4700 or 0417 884 182 

Gordon Gregory, Executive Director, on 02 6285 4660  


