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Dealing appropriately with sexual abuse and violence 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance notes with concern the recent public disclosure of 
cases of sexual abuse and other violence in Central Australia, aired on national television 
and widely reported in print, radio and television media. Violence of this nature should 
not be tolerated in Australian society.   
 
Every few years the media exposes to mainstream Australia what many health workers 
and residents in rural and remote Australia live with day to day.  The statistics and stories 
have persisted for many decades.  The problem is not new or unknown.  Public outrage, 
often necessitating rapid political response, lasts only until a different tragedy or heroic 
story flares briefly on the front pages of our media. 
 
The social and economic determinants of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health are 
complex. The historical and ongoing lack of adequate, sustained and co-ordinated 
investment contributes significantly to the many problems faced by Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples today.  Improvement is possible with sustained and adequate 
investment by government for physical and social services, and the creation of 
employment and economic opportunities.  Attention to Indigenous disadvantage must be 
a national priority.  
 
“In a time of an unprecedented economic boom and budget surplus, the Australian 
Government has a golden opportunity and an inescapable responsibility to address 
Indigenous disadvantage in a sustainable and appropriate fashion,” John Wakerman said 
today from Alice Springs.  Dr Wakerman is Chairperson of the National Rural Health 
Alliance.  “Many reports have emphasised the need for government to work in 
partnership with Indigenous and other local organisations in the development of 
appropriate policies and programs,” he said.  “The Alliance reinforces calls for joint 
government and Aboriginal community group action on both short-term, hard-nosed 
measures to protect women and children, and long-term measures to address systemic 
disadvantage.”  
 
However, to see only systemic issues as the problem and government investment as the 
answer is to discount the many successes of Indigenous individuals, families and 
communities. Individuals make choices. The Alliance holds that it is the role of 
government to create an environment where positive choices are possible and encouraged.  
It is up to individuals to make the choices that lead to improved outcomes for themselves 
and their families.  
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