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Strong local support for 9th National Rural Health Conference 

 
Members of the Executive of the Alliance met last week with a range of individuals and 
organisations in the Albury and Wodonga areas and are very encouraged by the high level of 
local commitment to the 9th Conference to be held in Albury in March 2007.  “Things are 
well-set for another major event and Albury is clearly a great spot for it,” according to Sue 
McAlpin, Chair of the Conference Advisory Committee. 
 
Executive and staff met with Albury City Mayor, Arthur Frauenfelder, and the Mayor of the 
City of Wodonga, Councillor Lisa Mahood, both of whom expressed support for next year’s 
event.  They were joined by James Jenkins, Director of Community Services and Liz Heta, 
Indigenous Liaison Officer with Albury City Council, and Peter Marshall, CEO of Wodonga 
City Council. 
 
Brendan Maher from the Albury Convention Centre hosted the special meeting of the 
Alliance Executive and showed them through the facilities to be used for the 9th Conference.  
Sue McAlpin reported that those who saw them were impressed with the facilities to be used, 
including those in the vicinity of the Performing Arts Centre.  “It’s a great place for a large 
conference on rural health like this and we are looking forward to our return in March next 
year,” she said.  Andrew Hiebl, Manager of the Albury Convention Bureau, also spent time 
with the Executive. 
 
Executive and staff were also warmly welcomed to the new Albury Wodonga Aboriginal 
Health Service by Scott Walters and Derek Murray, and were highly impressed by the visible 
commitment and passion of those involved with the service and by the facility in which it is 
located. 
 
It was also an opportunity for the Executive to meet with local members of the Conference 
Committee like Dennis Ginnivan, Manager of the South West Brain Injury Rehabilitation 
Service at Albury, and Dale Howe, Convenor of the SARRAH Conference. 
 
Finally, members of the Executive were very pleased to be able to meet with Associate 
Professor Stuart Schneider, Chief Executive of the Greater Southern Area Health Service of 
NSW Health, and Marianne Warren, General Manager of the Greater Albury Cluster of the 
Greater Murray Area Health Service.  Ms Warren’s responsibilities include community health 
in Albury, and services in Corowa, Culcairn, Henty, Holbrook, Lockhart and Urana. 
 
The Call for Papers for the 9th National Rural Health Conference is now open on-line at 
www.ruralhealth.org.au  Papers will be particularly welcome on the cross-jurisdictional and 
cross-professional issues that are a particular challenge in regions that span more than one 
State or Territory. 
 
 
Further information:   John Wakerman, Chairperson   0417 884 182  
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