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John Wakerman leads new Alliance Executive 
 
John Wakerman, Director of the Centre for Remote Health in Alice Springs, is the new 
Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance.  Sue McAlpin takes her place on the 
Executive of the peak body as Immediate Past Chairperson. 
 
Associate Professor John Wakerman is a Public Health Medicine specialist and general 
practitioner, with a background in the provision of remote primary health care services, 
both as a medical practitioner and senior manager.  He is the inaugural Director of the 
Centre for Remote Health and has had substantial international experience as a public 
health and health service management consultant.  He is active in health services research, 
teaches management and is a general practitioner in Alice Springs. 
 
Secretary of the Alliance is Lynne Sheehan, CEO of the Mater Misericordiae hospitals in 
the Rockhampton region.  Lynne represents on Council the 17 rural Catholic Hospitals in 
Catholic Health Australia and has been on the Executive for two years.  
 
Alison Aylott, pharmacist from Dorrigo in the New England, is Treasurer, replacing long-
serving ACRRM delegate on Council, Jane Greacen, in that Executive position.  Alison 
was pharmacist at Dorrigo and Coffs Harbour and locum at Coffs Base and Bellingen 
Hospitals.  She has recently bought into a pharmacy in Nambucca Heads, and works as a 
locum pharmacist in the area.  In September 2005 Alison was elected to the Pharmacy 
Board of NSW. 
 
Deputy Chairperson is Jenny May, a part-time GP at Tamworth in northern NSW.  Jenny 
also works for the University Department of Rural Health in Tamworth supporting 
research activities in primary care.  Jenny practised with her husband at Tom Price in the 
Pilbara for five years and more recently in a remote community in Canada for a year.  
Jenny has been involved with Divisions of General Practice and the Rural Doctors 
Association and is on the RDA Women’s Group.  
 
Other Members of the Executive elected at the AGM on Sunday 31 October are Stephen 
Gough from the Council of Ambulance Authorities, Liz Mattock, remote area nurse and 
CRANA delegate, and Myra Pincott, National President of the CWAA. 
 
 
 
Further information:  Gordon Gregory, Executive Director  02 6285 4660  

 
 

Visit ‘Publications and News’ at www.ruralhealth.org.au 
for all the Alliance’s policy documents on rural and remote health. 


