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Professor James Dunbar appointed Editor  
of the Australian Journal of Rural Health 

 
Professor James Dunbar has been appointed Editor of the Australian Journal of Rural Health, 
to succeed Professor John Marley in a planned transition over the next few months.  Professor 
Dunbar is Inaugural Director of the Greater Green Triangle Rural Department of Rural Health 
based at Warrnambool in Victoria.  He has wide experience both in Australia and 
internationally in health care initiatives, including as a general practitioner and as Director of 
Community Hospitals and community rehabilitation programs.   
 
“I am looking forward to working with the Board of Management and the Journal Associates 
to build on the work led over the past three years by John Marley to retain the AJRH’s quality 
standards and to further enhance both its relevance and sustainability,” Professor Dunbar said.  
 
The AJRH has a unique place in Australia’s rural and remote health sector as a peer-reviewed, 
multi-disciplinary academic journal.  It is owned and managed by the National Rural Health 
Alliance and is the official journal of the Association for Australian Rural Nurses, the 
Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine, the Council of Remote Area Nurses of 
Australia and Services for Rural and Remote Allied Health.  The AJRH is published by 
Blackwell Publishing Asia in Melbourne and is available both in hard copy and on-line.    
 
Gordon Gregory, Chair of the Board of Management of AJRH, paid tribute to the work as 
Editor of John Marley.  “Under John Marley the AJRH had come of age as an academic 
journal of high quality, which now attracted authors from around the world.  Nevertheless 
there is always the need for sensible change and for developing the journal’s relationships 
with other professional bodies and publications.  This will be one of the ongoing challenges 
for James and the Board to work on,” Mr Gregory said.   
 
The AJRH was founded in 1993 by Professor Desley Hegney and the Association for 
Australian Rural Nurses.     
 
 
 
 
Further information:  Gordon Gregory, Executive Director, NRHA, (02) 6285 4660  
   Professor James Dunbar, (03) 5563 3315    
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