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Rural and remote dentists and ambulance services join the NRHA 

 
The representative ability and expertise of the NRHA have been further enhanced with 
admission of two national bodies whose members provide key services to people in the 
bush.  Dentists and ambulance officers are two professional groups critical to health 
outcomes and, as with other health professionals, their non-metropolitan members have 
particular abilities and work to overcome particular challenges.  
 
They will now both be represented on the Alliance, through the Rural Dentists Network 
of the Australian Dental Association and the Rural and Remote Group of the Convention 
of Ambulance Authorities  
 
Dental health has been high on the list of NRHA priorities and has been in the news again 
recently.  The Rural Dentists Network will provide further strength to the Alliance’s calls 
for greater commitments to oral health and dental care for people on low incomes and 
with poor access to dentists and oral health workers.  
 
Ambulance officers undertake much front-line service provision, including in emergency 
situations and especially in more remote areas.  Membership of the Alliance will provide 
the NRHA’s policy and advocacy work with greater expertise and more evidence in these 
areas.  Ambulance services have large numbers of volunteers and their contributions are 
vital, as is the integration between ambulance services and other health services.   
 
In return for their contributions to the Alliance’s work, rural dentists and ambulance 
services will be connected to a unique network of health service consumers and providers 
with an unequalled capacity to support public and private agencies working in rural and 
remote health.  The Alliance has a good track record in policy development, mainly at the 
national level, and well-developed means for information dissemination and collection.   
 
Membership of the Alliance will also help the rural sub-groups to build their own 
organisation and to improve collegiality in rural and remote sections of the professions 
concerned.  This should help in their work on recruitment and retention in non-
metropolitan areas. 
 
Existing Members of the Alliance – doctors, students, nurses, allied health workers, 
managers, pharmacists, researchers – look forward to welcoming the new professions to 
the organisation and working closely with them for better health outcomes. 
 
 
Further information:  Sue McAlpin, Chairperson   02 6933 2684 

Gordon Gregory, Executive Director  02 6285 4660  
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