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New Year: new priorities, new Executive for NRHA 

 
The NRHA begins 2005 with some revised priorities and a refreshed Executive.   
 
It is proposing a major new initiative to support the allied health and nursing workforce in 
rural and remote areas.  Without taking away from the importance or value of the rural GP 
strategies, the Alliance is more-than-ever determined to help support the work of nurses and 
allied health professionals.  Doctors will not and cannot work on their own, particularly in 
more remote areas where their scope of practice has to be so much broader.   
 
The Alliance is developing a proposal that would see support provided for rural and remote 
placements for undergraduate nurses and allied health students, and undergraduate 
scholarships for students of allied health.  
 
As the new year begins, the main focus of its work is the 8th National Rural Health 
Conference (Alice Springs, 10-13 March).  The Conference will be another major event in 
rural and remote health, and all the more special for taking place in Central Australia.  There 
are no fewer than eight pre-conference events and two after the Conference.  The Conference 
itself provides a guarantee of informative and wide-ranging papers in Keynote and concurrent 
sessions. 
 
There is also a substantial stream in the Conference on rural and remote aspects of alcohol 
and other drugs, and workshops on cancer, aged care, and strengthening Indigenous 
communities.    
 
It is a vital year for the Alliance, with much policy work in train, including birthing in the 
bush, health reform, regional development, and a range of health workforce issues. The 
Alliance will also be seeking to renew its partnership with the Department of Health and 
Ageing, its core supporter.   
 
In preparation for this work, it has this week confirmed its new Executive.  Ms Sue McAlpin 
has been re-elected Chairperson.  Sue teaches nutrition and dietetics at Charles Sturt 
University in Wagga Wagga.  New Deputy Chairperson is Ms Lynne Sheehan , CEO of Mater 
Misericordiae Hospitals based in Rockhampton. 
 
Other office bearers are Dr Jane Greacen (Treasurer), Dr Jenny May (Secretary) and Dr Nigel 
Stewart (Immediate Past Chaiperson).  The Executive is completed with Alison Aylott (Rural 
Pharmacists Australia), Leanne Chandler (AARN), Liz Mattock (CRANA), Myra Pincott 
(CWAA) and John Wakerman (ARHEN). 
 
 
Further information:  Sue McAlpin, Chairperson   02 6933 2684 

Gordon Gregory, Executive Director  02 6285 4660  
 

Visit ‘Publications and News’ at www.ruralhealth.org.au
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