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Abstracts for the 8th Conference: qualitative reports 
and first-time presenters are both very welcome 

 
The closing date for Abstracts for the 8th National Rural Health Conference is 15 July 
– and already there have been numerous abstracts submitted and inquiries from people 
who want to present special workshops. 
 
Most of the Abstracts received so far are reports on quantitative research that follow 
fairly standard research patterns: a hypothesis, data gathering, analysis and evidence-
based conclusions.  Such work is fundamental and will be presented in the Infront 
Outback stream, but the organisers were concerned this week to receive inquiries from 
people who think they won’t get on the program because their work is descriptive.  
 
“We are keen to get people to describe health services and programs that work on the 
ground – and to say why they worked, what the barriers might have been and how 
they were overcome,” Conference organisers said today. 
 
The overall purpose of the contributed papers is to lead to better health programs on 
the ground - so nothing could be more relevant for the Conference than papers which 
describe current programs and why they have or have not been successful.   
 
Such papers will probably not be based on normal quantitative research methods.  
However they will be related to rural not city issues, they will draw out the reasons for 
program success and failure, they will be about novel programs or services, and the 
paper will fit in with one or more of the five selected themes.   
 
They may also be of interest to the media as well as to the Conference audience.  

Organisers are also encouraging first-time paper presenters.  The NRHA will support 
such people with their writing and presentation if they want such support.  
 
 
 
Further information: conference@ruralhealth.org.au ;  or  

nrha@ruralhealth.org.au  
 
 


