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MedicarePlus: “Sensible suggestions” indeed 

 
The NRHA welcomes the “sensible suggestions” proposed today for MedicarePlus.  
Sue McAlpin, Chairperson, said that the extension of Medicare to selected dental and 
allied health procedures was particularly welcome.  “It’s great to see more emphasis 
on Primary Health Care in a broad sense – and to involve allied health professionals 
and dentists in joint work with GPs under Medicare.  Now what we need is to make 
such care available to patients in areas where there are no doctors, physios or dentists.  
We need publicly-funded Primary Health Care where private practice isn’t 
sustainable,” Ms McAlpin said.  
 
“Like so many other organisations, we have a file full of papers about the poor state of 
oral and dental health, the avoidable nature of dental disease and the need for national 
leadership on the matter.  We congratulate Minister Abbott on finding at least a partial 
way around a political problem that has been blocking a health fix.” 
 
“We obviously hope that the allied health initiative will not make it so easy for private 
practitioners to make a good living in the cities that they turn their backs even more 
often on rural and remote areas.  The Government will need to monitor the 
professions’ responses and maybe consider strong mechanisms to encourage allied 
health and dental professionals to the country,” Ms McAlpin said.   
 
“Positive discrimination for the country is often needed, because workforce issues are 
more severe and, in aggregate, health is poorer and income lower in rural and 
(especially) remote areas than the capital cities.”  For these reasons the Alliance 
supports today’s decision to increase the incentive for GPs to bulk bill cardholders 
and children in areas classified rural, regional or remote. 
 
“There will also be support for the greater flexibility in determining eligibility for 
some rural GP programs like locum support.  However there is no additional money, 
so this will result in greater competition between rural GPs for existing funds.” 
 
As well as thanking the Minister, the Alliance intends to write to the opposition and 
minor parties in the Senate to acknowledge their continuing work on health.  Today’s 
focus was on the four Independent Senators who will make the difference in the end.  
However these “sensible suggestions” would not have got up without the work of the 
ALP Opposition – and the Democrats and The Greens.  
 
Further information:  Sue McAlpin, Chairperson   02 6933 2684 

Gordon Gregory, Executive Director  02 6285 4660  
 

 
 

Visit ‘Publications and News’ at www.ruralhealth.org.au 
for all the Alliance’s policy documents on rural and remote health. 

    
 


