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7th Conference: from the energy to the action 
 
Some of the energies and commitment of the rural and remote health sector were 
demonstrated in Hobart recently when 930 people attended the 7th National Rural 
Health Conference.   
 
Immediately after the Conference, a planning meeting began to take forward the 
recommendations.  Representatives from national bodies involved with health 
outcomes developed statements on eleven key issues: 
 

1. improving the status of Indigenous health, including through evaluations of the 
performance of ‘mainstream health services’ by community controlled 
Indigenous health services, greater use of joint planning forums, the 
employment of greater numbers of Indigenous people in health professions, 
Indigenous content in curriculums, and staff exchanges between the community 
controlled and mainstream health sectors;    

 
2. an integrated  plan for improving the rural and remote health workforce, and 

clear lines of responsibility for delivering on it; 
 
3. work to develop a sustainable, equitable and high-quality placement system for 

students and short-term health staff in rural, regional and remote communities;  
 
4. a rescue package for procedural medical services, based on collaboration 

between local, State and Commonwealth Governments, academia, the 
professional Colleges, and hospitals; 

 
5. reassessment of the systems of classification used for funding and resource 

allocation in rural and remote health (RRMA, ARIA and ASGC);  
 
6. endorsement of Conference’s support for the seven goals and eight principles of 

Healthy Horizons Outlook 2003-2007; 
 

7. endorsement of Conference’s call for the implementation of the 7-Point Action 
Plan on Nursing in Rural and Remote Areas (and support for the proposal to  
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convene a national meeting on issues affecting rural and remote allied health 
professionals); 

 
8. a call for more work on the post-trauma crises associated with flood, drought 

and fire, and for additional investment in infrastructure and services enabling 
communities to rebuild;  

 
9. a funded strategic approach to rural and remote health research, building on the 

existing infrastructure in rural, regional and remote areas, and driven by the 
agenda in rural areas so that the research is closely related to real health 
improvements;  

 
10. the need for major rural, regional and remote investment in early intervention in 

child and adolescent health; and  
 
11.  a call for increased commitment to a comprehensive system of aged care and 

other services for the elderly in rural and remote areas.  
 

About 65 representatives of national bodies and grassroots health workers prepared 
these statements in a day facilitated by Norman Swan. 
 
These agreed issues will help set the agenda for rural and remote health for the next 
two years, especially for the Alliance itself.  Already the Alliance has promoted the 
aged care proposals to a Federal Inquiry, and the research agenda to the NHMRC and 
the Department of Health and Ageing. 
 
Full details about the 7th Conference and its recommendations are at 
www.ruralhealth.org.au 
 
The 8th National Rural Health Conference will be in Alice Springs in April 2005. 
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