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Alliance calls for further debate on new Health Care Agreements 

 
The National Rural Health Alliance has called on Commonwealth and State Governments to 
allow further time for public consultation and discussion on the new Australian Health Care 
Agreements.   
 
The new AHCA, to begin on 1 July 2003, will provide $40 billion or so over 5 years to the 
States and Territories.  When added to the matching $40 billion from the States and 
Territories themselves, this means that the shape and content of the AHCA will swamp 
specific programs for rural and remote health.   
 
“We’re pleased that some of our rural colleagues were involved in the Reference Groups 
established by Commonwealth and State Ministers but there has not yet been sufficient 
opportunity for public input,” Nigel Stewart said.  “The work of those Groups was 
confidential until very recently and we understand that Health Minsters are to make the next 
decisions on the AHCA at the end of November.” 
 
The Alliance sees negotiation of these Agreements as a major opportunity for Governments to 
commit to certain plans and targets.  For instance, before signing, Governments could 
mutually agree to lock in plans in relation to a minimum level of service or agreed numbers of 
established health worker positions. 
 
“We strongly support the findings of the ‘Improving Rural Health’ Reference Group.  It 
makes the point that our current health system is based on 20-year old assumptions relating to 
models of care, workforce and demographics.  We also support its endorsement of the seven 
goals of Healthy Horizons,” Dr Stewart said.  
 
The ‘Improving Rural Health’ report recommends action on workforce, specialist services, 
aged care, Aboriginal health, transport and funding models.  “These are some of the 
fundamental issues for improving health outcomes in regional, rural and remote areas and we 
believe there should be further opportunity for consultation and input.”   
 
“Above all we ask governments to exercise some leverage on each other and use this once-in-
five-year opportunity to lock in and agree some health outcome and service targets.” 
 
 
Further information:  Gordon Gregory, Executive Director, NRHA, (02) 6285 4660  
   Nigel Stewart, 0419 810 526  
 
 
    
Note:  All nine Reference Groups’ reports, including the ‘Improving Rural Health’ Report, can be found at: 
www.health.gov.au/haf/ahca.htm 


