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NRHA expands the network 
 
At its annual CouncilFest in Canberra this week, the Alliance further enhanced its extensive 
rural and remote health network.  Each one of the existing 21 Member Bodies has a delegate 
to the NRHA Council, and they travelled to Canberra from as far afield as Port Augusta and 
Lock in SA, Dalwallinu and Jurien Bay in WA, St Marys and Dover in Tasmania, and 
Darwin. 
 
During the last day of this annual event Members of Council met with a range of other 
organisations based in Canberra and were able to hear some of the latest developments 
affecting those bodies.  There was an overview of some of the new work on rural and remote 
health status being undertaken in the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.  Council met 
with the National Rural and Remote Working Group of Aged and Community Services 
Australia, and then heard a presentation about the Australian Rural Health Education 
Network, newly established to represent the interests of the University Departments of Rural 
Health.   
 
A briefing session was held with staff of the Office of Rural Health and the General Practice 
Branch in the Department of Health and Ageing.  There were also brief exchanges between 
Council and representatives of the Rural Health Education Foundation, the Royal College of 
Nursing Australia, the Australian Divisions of General Practice and the Alcohol and Other 
Drugs Council of Australia.   
 
Finally, delegates on Council talked with members of the Secretariat of the Australian 
Medical Workforce Advisory Committee, and the Australian Health Workforce Advisory 
Committee.  Health workforce issues, including their number and distribution, remain of great 
interest to people in rural and remote areas. 
 
“These meetings provided us with good opportunities to talk about the Alliance’s current 
activities and to hear about the priorities of some of the key agencies working with us on 
health outcomes in rural and remote areas,” Nigel Stewart said. 
 
The NRHA is the peak non-government organisation working to improve the health of people 
throughout rural and remote Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information:  Gordon Gregory, Executive Director, NRHA, (02) 6285 4660  


