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Rural and Remote Nurses Gather for Action 

Rural and remote nurses from around Australia are meeting in Canberra this week to prioritise 
action  that will address a number of key issues linked to the professional needs of these 
groups.   
 
‘Action on Nursing in Rural and Remote Areas’ is being led by the nursing bodies in the 
National Rural Health Alliance.  They are the Association for Australian Rural Nurses 
(AARN), the Australian Nursing Federation (ANF) and the Council for Remote Area Nurses 
of Australia (CRANA).  David Lindsay from Townsville is Convenor of the Project 
Committee.   
 
“Rural and remote nurses continue to experience significant and unique challenges in relation 
to their contexts and scope of practice, professional support and career development.  These 
are important aspects of the workforce issues currently confronting the whole nursing 
profession,” David Lindsay said. 
 
“People are coming from all parts of Australia to debate the issues, identify some priorities 
and agree on ‘where to from here’. 
 
“This Project has brought together the Alliance’s three nursing bodies along with the 
Australian Council of Deans of Nursing, the Australian Nursing Council, the Royal College of 
Nursing, the Congress of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Nurses and the National Rural 
Health Network.  We have also been liaising closely with the Chief Nursing Officers.  This is 
a coalition of national nursing bodies that can lead action towards a better distributed, trained 
and supported nursing workforce in country regions and remote areas.” 
 
The national meeting on Friday will see about 70 practising nurses, nurse managers and 
officials working together.  Their discussions will be centred on three project documents*, 
including a draft set of 14 recommendations for action, as well as the recently-released report 
on the National Review of Nursing Education (‘Our Duty of Care ’) and the Senate’s Inquiry 
into Nursing (‘The Patient Profession’). 
 
“It’s testimony to the importance of this work that the Chairs of both national inquiries will 
speak at the meeting,” David Lindsay said.  “Mrs Patricia Heath and Ms Rosemary Crowley 
have agreed to attend the workshop and summarise some of the most important rural and 
remote content of their respective inquiries,” he said. 
 
The Federal Office of Rural Health has provided support for the event, which will develop 
recommendations relevant to all health jurisdictions and to national health bodies. 
 
Further information:  David Lindsay, Project Convenor, (07) 4781 5352  

Gordon Gregory, Executive Director, NRHA, (02) 6285 4660  
   
* The three draft documents for Action on Nursing in Rural and Remote Areas are at 
www.ruralhealth.org.au - and then follow the links to Rural and Remote Nursing Project. 


