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Health workforce shortages under the microscope  

 
The shortages of doctors, nurses and allied health professionals in country areas will be 
featured in over 100 papers to be presented at the 7th National Rural Health Conference, as 
will programs to help remedy the issue. 
 
The Conference committee received over 200 offers of contributed papers.  This week, some 
110 authors have been offered places on the program for the Conference, The Art and Science 
of Healthy Community – sharing country know-how, which will be held in Hobart from 1-4 
March 2003. 
 
Professional indemnity is the most recent issue putting pressure on health professionals in 
private practice, such as midwives and allied health professionals as well as doctors and 
specialists.  Finding ways to attract and keep health workers in rural and remote areas is 
consequently more urgent than ever. 
 
Papers at the 7th Conference will deal with evidence on how recruitment and retention 
programs are working, support for the Indigenous health workforce, and some local success 
stories. There will also be clusters of papers on food and nutrition, dementia, emergency 
medicine, carers in the country, the National Health Priority Areas, women’s health, child and 
family health, the Regional Health Services Program, pharmacy and allied health. 
 
The health consumer’s voice will feature in a number of special papers.  And for the first time 
in Hobart there will be some ‘Maiden Speakers’, provided with a supportive environment in 
which to make their Conference debuts. 
 
When the Conference delegates are not in concurrent sessions they will be able to hear 
keynote speakers and attend a wide range of symposiums. These will deal with issues such as 
Procedural Medicine, Indigenous Health, the University Departments of Rural Health, 
Healthy Horizons, the nursing workforce, and health inequalities. 
 
There is again a strong  ‘Arts in health’ stream.  ‘Weaving’ is its theme this time around and 
many exciting sessions have been organised.  In the Conference artspace we will be weaving 
an installation artpiece and all delegates will be encouraged to join in.  We will also be 
weaving story - sharing stories about life in rural and remote Australia.  So cameras ready!  If 
you are coming to the Conference then please try to bring along a short video story about your 
community.  Check the website for details.  
 
All details of the 7th National Rural Health Conference are available at 
www.ruralhealth.org.au - and follow the links to 7th Conference. 
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