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Sharing country know-how: preparing for the 7th National Rural Health 

Conference 
 
The initial deadline for paper abstracts for the 7th National Rural Health Conference 
to be received at the Alliance’s office in Canberra is Friday 14 June.   
 
The 7th Conference will focus on all sectors that can make a contribution to the 
health of people in country Australia.  Papers are being sought from the education, 
transport, community services, regional development and arts sectors, as well as 
from health interests more specifically.  The Conference is being held in Hobart, 1-
4 March 2003.   
 
Gordon Gregory, Executive Director of the Alliance, said that the Conference 
Organising Committee is keen to receive paper abstracts from community 
organisations and health consumers, as well as from researchers, policy makers and 
academics in the targeted sectors.   
 
“The Conference provides an opportunity for the whole range of interested parties 
to present views on how to improve the health of people in rural and remote areas.   
We would like to hear from rural and remote communities about the nature of their 
‘place’, their ‘community voice’ and their ‘community know-how’,” Mr Gregory 
said.  “There will be a scientific stream for research reports and a strong arts-in-
health theme,” he said. 
 
The Conference will provide special support for first-time paper presenters, 
including students and community representatives.  Accepted speakers will be 
offered a discounted registration fee.  
 
The overall theme for the Conference is The Art and Science of Healthy Community 
– sharing country know-how.  Abstracts have already been received on issues such 
as community safety, the power of community action, natural resource 
management and pulmonary rehabilitation. 
 
Abstracts will be reviewed by the Conference Organising Committee.  Selection of 
abstracts will be finalised by the end of July and completed papers will be due with 
the Alliance by early December.    
 
Further information:  Gordon Gregory or Lyn Eiszele, NRHA: (02) 6285 4660  


