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Rural Health Investments Protected  

 
“The investments made in rural health two years ago in the 2000 Federal Budget have been 
protected in this year’s Budget”, according to Nigel Stewart, Chairperson of the National Rural 
Health Alliance.  “Maintaining investment is good, and rural and remote people deserve no less, 
given that their health, health service and income circumstances are still worse than those of their 
city cousins.” 
 
“We were prepared for a year of consolidation in this contractionary fiscal environment.  But we 
hope and expect that there will be a return to real growth in country services when the Budget is 
back in surplus and new defence and security demands on Government are less.” 
 
Dr Stewart welcomed moves to support smaller aged care facilities in their work to upgrade their 
facilities and to employ nurses, and the decision (foreshadowed in the Election Campaign) to fund 
250 nursing scholarships a year for four years.  “It is good to see that these will be for students 
from rural areas and that their training will be in rural and regional universities.  This meets the 
Alliance’s test of having program money for rural people spent in and managed in rural areas and 
not from the cities,” said Dr Stewart.   
 
There is also money over the next four years so that ‘personal care staff in smaller, less viable 
aged care homes can do a range of accredited courses related to geriatric care’.  “This is the sort of 
positive discrimination in favour of smaller places and low volume services that is needed to 
make rural and remote health services sustainable”. 
 
“We need to remember that in more remote areas it is only Federal, State and local governments 
that will invest in aged care and health facilities.  They have a special responsibility where 
commercial profits from services are unlikely to be made.  And we will benefit tremendously 
from retaining the wisdom and sense of security from having older people stay in country areas.” 
 
“I also note the promise to establish new radiation oncology facilities ‘outside the capital cities’.  
We obviously support better services for cancer patients and hope that the Government will give 
commensurate consideration to investments in human capital.  Technological investment is 
important but so is investment in human capital.  So much can be achieved through support to 
health professionals and to smart community development.  Let’s invest in children and families – 
let the micro flourish!” Dr Stewart said.  “We should listen to the leaders of Indigenous and 
remote communities who are saying that investment in human capital is vital and rewarding.” 
 
“As far as workforce support is concerned, we would like to see the Federal Government building 
on its initiatives for the nursing and allied health professionals.  At the same time let’s support and 
link up and evaluate our valuable rural general practice programs and learn from them for a better 
future for all health care workers,” Dr Stewart said. 
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