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Alliance welcomes new leaders for two of its Member Bodies 

 
New leaders have been elected to two of the twenty-one Member Bodies of the NRHA.  They 
are Dr Ken Mackey of the Rural Doctors Association of Australia (RDAA) and Ms Pat 
Anderson of the National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation 
(NACCHO).   
 
Dr Ken Mackey is a solo general practitioner at Lockhart in southern New South Wales.  Dr 
Mackey was elected President of RDAA by its Committee of Management to succeed Dr 
David Mildenhall, from Albany in Western Australia. 
 
Ms Pat Anderson, Chair of the Danila Dilba Aboriginal Medial Service in Darwin, was 
recently elected President of NACCHO.  Ms Anderson succeeds the late Dr Puggy Hunter. 
 
Nigel Stewart, Chairperson of the NRHA, said that both new leaders were taking over at a 
critical time for rural and remote health.  “The Alliance will be working hard to ensure that 
rural and remote issues remain high on the agenda.  There is still much unfinished business 
for the people of rural areas, and we need also to focus on consolidation and evaluation of the 
initiatives of the past few years,” he said.  “We will continue to pursue these goals with the 
support of NACCHO and the RDAA – as well as with our other Member Bodies.” 
 
“We regard NACCHO as a key contributor to the work of the Alliance – and as the primary 
one when it comes to our work on Indigenous health matters,” Dr Stewart said.  “I look 
forward to meeting Pat Anderson and to working closely with her.” 
 
“It is also a pleasure to welcome Ken Mackey to his new position with RDAA.  The Alliance 
is committed to continuing to work with national rural general practice bodies to improve the 
health and well-being of rural and remote people.  We have a strong focus on multi-
disciplinary health teams, at the centre of which is the GP, and the RDAA is a key body,” said 
Dr Stewart. 
 
Dr Nola Maxfield and Ms Colleen Prideaux are the representatives to Council of the NRHA 
from the RDAA and NACCHO respectively.  The NRHA’s current work includes planning 
for the 2002 Rural and Remote Area Nursing Summit to be held in Adelaide in July. 
 
 
Further information:  Dr Nigel Stewart, Chairperson, NRHA, on 0419 810 526 
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