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Health and the Election: Nursing, hospitals and the big-ticket items 

 
The NRHA has noted with pleasure the reference to nursing workforce initiatives in Mr 
Beazley’s public hospital policy launch on the weekend.  The Alliance has argued consistently 
for greater resources and national attention for nursing issues, in particular as they relate to rural 
and remote Australia. 
 
It is therefore pleasing to see the following reference in the ALP’s Plan for Public Hospitals: 
 

“Labor will spend a further $52million on our nursing workforce initiatives.  Labor will 
make nursing a national priority through the employment of a Chief Nursing Office to 
develop a National Nursing Policy and work with the States and Territories to tackle key 
nursing issues across the nation.” 

 
The Alliance’s views on rural and remote nursing workforce issues are comprehensively 
described in two submissions it has recently made, one to the Senate and the other to the 
National Inquiry into Nursing Education (see www.ruralhealth.org.au). 
 
The Alliance is also pleased to see the strong emphasis in Mr Beazley’s Plan on closer 
collaboration and less buck-passing between the Commonwealth and the States over hospitals 
and, hopefully, other health issues as well.  We note that $57million over four years from the 
ALP’s proposed Medicare Bonus will be allocated to rural public hospitals.  It is not clear how 
this amount compares with existing allocations to rural hospitals; we would like to be assured 
that it is new money. 
 
Now that the fiscal environment for the next three to four years has been confirmed it will surely 
be necessary for whoever is in government after 10 November to reconsider decisions relating to 
the big-ticket items in health.  First, there are a number of ways in which the Private Health 
Insurance Rebate could be made fairer and money saved for more direct allocation to public 
hospitals.  Second, Medicare has to be protected at all costs but rural and remote people do not 
get a fair share of the money spent through the MBS and PBS.  
 
Third, there could be a reformed relationship with the States which explicitly commits an 
appropriate proportion of future GST revenues to targeted public health expenditure.  
Renegotiation of the Australian Health Care Agreement due in July 2003 provides the 
opportunity for this.   
 
 
Further information: Dr Nigel Stewart, Chairperson: 0419 810 526 

Gordon Gregory, Executive Director: 02 6285 4660 (wk) or 02 6281 3611 (a/h) 
 

Note for Editors:  The NRHA’s Election Charter is at www.ruralhealth.org.au 


