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ALP’s Regional Development Launch: Important New Directions, Revised Use of Money 
 
The NRHA welcomes the new directions outlined in the ALP’s regional policy launch in 
Ballarat on Saturday, which pick up several issues the Alliance has been promoting for a 
number of years.  It hopes that the Coalition will also adopt these new directions so that there 
is a bipartisan approach to regional development. 
 
Regional development, including through its impact on employment and sustainable 
communications and transport systems, is an important element of the health equation for 
rural and remote people.  The proposals outlined by Mr Beazley would go a long way to 
meeting three of the issues in the Alliance’s 2001 Election Charter (see 
www.ruralhealth.org.au). 
 
Nigel Stewart, Chairperson of the Alliance, speaking from Port Augusta, said he recognised 
the need for the ALP to adopt a responsible and cautious approach to what is, for the Alliance, 
the most important area of longer-term expenditure.  
 
“The ALP’s proposals are predicated on the current view that there must be no deficit 
financing of government services.  It was obviously a tough ask for Mr Beazley to launch this 
major set of new policy directions along with a table that shows that the net amount to be 
spent on ‘regional development’ will not grow until 2004-05.   But he has done just that and 
he’s done it well,” Dr Stewart said.   
 
The Government’s response to date has focused on the amount of money in the ALP launch, 
rather than on its important new directions. 
 
“People in rural areas need to decide between the Coalition’s programs that the ALP intends 
to cut, and the alternatives proposed by Mr Beazley,” Dr Stewart said. 
 
In return for reductions of about $36 million this year (and more in a full year) in what is 
allocated by the Coalition Government to four programs (Stronger Regions, Stronger Regions 
– Sustainable Regions, Regional Solutions and Regional Assistance Program), the ALP has 
promised: 
 
1. guarantees not to privatise Telstra and to enhance the future in public ownership of 

Australia Post;  
2. establishment of a National Regional Development Strategy, partnering between the 

three levels of government, and to be brought together nationally through a proposed 
Office for the Regions; (the Alliance fist published its case for a Regional Development 
Commission in 1998); 
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3. a stronger emphasis on rural banking; (more credit could perhaps have been given to the 
Bendigo Bank and its initiatives); 

4. a Social Charter of Community Obligations; (the Alliance has argued for a Community 
Service Obligation approach to key rural services; such an approach has proved useful 
in telecommunications and helped obtain some equity in this regard for country people); 

5. a new national Infrastructure Advisory Council (as was proposed by the Infrastructure 
Report Card exercise led by the Institution of Engineers – Australia); 

6. positive intervention and discrimination in favour of regions which have particularly 
strong needs (as evidenced by their GDP or rate of unemployment, for instance); (this 
would be in marked contrast to the approach of the Coalition, which has been firm on 
“not picking winners” or otherwise differentiating between regions on the basis of need 
or potential); 

7. a new emphasis on Enterprise Zones (proposed in July 2001 by a consortium led by the 
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry); 

8. Education Priority Zones;  
9. Regional Field Officers working with local people; 
10. attention to the rural impacts of National Competition Policy (proposed by the Alliance 

and others in 1999);  
11. attention to regional aviation, the rural and regional aspects of the ABC, superannuation 

funds, a commitment to regions that “cuts across all portfolios”, the differential impact 
of the GST, a distinction between the six major types of regions, linkages between 
regional communities and educational institutions, not requiring compulsory 
competitive tendering, and co-ordinating with the States on one-stop shops. 

 
“Many people associated with the Alliance will welcome the ALP’s Plan for our Regions,” 
Dr Stewart said.  “It is not just a matter of the ALP re-naming existing programs: it looks like 
an important new direction.  But constant change is a worry.  Once the direction is right, there 
needs to be long-term stability for programs that work well in rural areas.” 
 
“The question is whether the ALP’s proposed programs would be better programs, within a 
better system, and with better local and national co-ordination,” Dr Stewart said.  “Given the 
number of proposals from the Alliance and other bodies that have been picked up in the 
ALP’s Plan, I am very encouraged by it,” Dr Stewart said.   
 
“In terms of real new expenditures on regional development, the Alliance would say the same 
as for health: now that the overall fiscal position for the next government has been confirmed 
there is no option but to redirect existing expenditures.  In health there are some big-ticket 
items that should be considered; with regional development it is a case of redirecting only the 
existing modest expenditures.  When the fiscal situation is more positive, rural people will 
expect less ‘modest’ allocations,” Dr Stewart concluded. 
 
 
Further information: 
Dr Nigel Stewart, Chairperson: 0419 810 526 
Gordon Gregory, Executive Director: 02 6285 4660 (work) or 02 6281 3611 (a/h) 
 
 
 
Note: the ALP’s ‘Plan for Our Regions’ is at www.alp.org.au/policy/regions/regions.html 
 
The Coalition’s response is at 
www.liberal.org.au/MEDIA/campaign/ANDERSON/andersonlabor20oct.htm 


