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Des Murray Scholarship: Joint Winners in its Inaugural Year 
 

The winners of the inaugural Des Murray Scholarship have been announced.  They are 
Hayley Gilbert from St Marys in Tasmania, and Ian Harvey from Broken Hill in Western 
NSW. 
 
Both will be the NRHA’s guest at the 6th National Rural Heath Conference, where they will 
be welcomed and honoured by other Conference participants.  They will meet with delegates 
from around the country and help develop resolutions to governments, communities and 
professional organisations about how to improve people’s health in rural and remote areas. 
 
Hayley Gilbert is the co-ordinator of the elderly day care centre at St Marys in north-eastern 
Tasmania.  Hayley works with the frail aged and people of all ages with a disability.  She has 
undertaken diversional therapy training at her own expense and is much admired in her local 
community as a young leader and volunteer.  Her application was supported by the St Marys 
Community Health Centre. 
 
“I’m overwhelmed at the nomination and at being recognised for something I enjoy doing”, 
Ms Gilbert said.  “I am really looking forward to attending rhe Conference and meeting others 
like me who share a passion for improving the status of rural health.  I know I will benefit 
from it and will work hard to bring the benefits back into our community of St Mary’s.”  
 
Ian Harvey has worked as a volunteer for the St John’s Ambulance Service at Broken Hill 
since he was eight years old.  He is now second in charge of the St John’s Broken Hill 
Operations Branch.  His application for the Scholarship was supported by the Far West Area 
Health Service of the NSW Health Department. 
 
“I don’t only want to do first aid, I want to teach it too”, Mr Harvey said from Broken Hill.  “I 
am very pleased to have the chance to go to Canberra and meet people from other parts of the 
country.  My next aim in life is to complete my Certificate 3 in Community Welfare.” 
 
Both winners will address delegates at the Conference and will play a role in the Conference’s 
proceedings and action follow-up. 
 
The Des Murray Scholarship is awarded biennially, in association with the National Rural 
Health Conference, to encourage young people from rural and remote areas to become leaders 
and advocates for better health in their local communities.  Des Murray was a pioneer of 
public service work on rural and remote health at the national level.  He enjoyed building on 
the positive future for rural areas that is portrayed by the work of its youthful leaders. 
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