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Prestigious Awards and Research Grants To Be Announced at 

6th National Rural Health Conference, Canberra, 4-7 March.
 
 

Two significant awards for innovation and excellence in Australian rural and remote health service, 
and a grant to support research relevant to rural and remote health, will be announced at the 
forthcoming National Rural Health Conference in Canberra. 
 
The Louis Ariotti Award, sponsored by the Toowoomba Hospital Foundation, recognises those who 
have made a significant contribution to rural and remote health in Australia.  This prestigious award, 
which carries with it a grant of $1,000, recognises innovation and excellence in the areas of research, 
policy development, leadership, education and training or service delivery and development.  The 
winner will have demonstrated that their contribution or activity has improved, promoted and/or 
advanced rural and remote health in Australia and that their professional achievement has given 
impetus and knowledge to the rural and remote health sector. 
 
The Award is named in honour of legendary bush practitioner, Dr Louis Ariotti, who served the 
Charleville community with dedication for 43 years.  Born in Innisfail, Dr Ariotti graduated from 
Sydney University with a keen desire to practise as a surgeon in rural Australia. His respect for his 
patients, ability to improvise, holistic approach to his work, and his remarkable personal qualities 
remain well remembered to this day. 
 
The Des Murray Scholarship commemorates another Australian whose life work benefited rural and 
remote communities.  Des was for many years the key player at Commonwealth level in the 
development and administration of rural health policies.  He played a major role in the establishment 
of the biennial National Rural Health Conferences, the Rural Health Training Units and the Australian 
Rural Health Research Institute. 
 
The Des Murray Scholarship will be awarded every second year to enable a young person from a 
remote area to attend the National Rural Health Conference.  The Scholarship was established by the 
National Rural Health Alliance. 
 
The Infront Outback Research Grants, sponsored by the Toowoomba Hospital Foundation, provide 
seeding grants for research into rural and remote health issues.  The grants program was established in 
conjunction with ‘Infront Outback’, the Biennial Rural and Remote Health Scientific Conference, 
which was held every second year in Toowoomba, Queensland, but which has now been incorporated 
into the National Rural Health Conference. 
 
All three recipients will have the opportunity to speak in a plenary session at the Conference.  
 
 
For further information on the Awards and on the Grants Program please contact Lesley Fitzpatrick, 
Director of the Cunningham Centre in Toowoomba, on (07) 4631 6540.  For information about other 
parts of the Conference, contact conference@ruralhealth.org.au or call (02) 6285 4660.   


