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GETTING A FAIR GO IN THE COUNTRY 
 

“There is a point beyond which unfairness and intolerance begin to tear apart  
the social and economic fibre of a country” 

Julian Disney, addressing the National Press Club in Canberra in October 1991. 
 
On Sunday 4 March, nearly ten years after his Press Club Address, Julian Disney will present a 
Keynote Address to the 6th National Rural Health Conference in Canberra, focussing on what needs to 
be done to allow people living in rural and remote Australia to prosper and have good health. 
 
Julian Disney is a former President of the Australian Council of Social Service and Immediate Past 
President of the International Council of Social Welfare.  He is one of Australia’s leading 
commentators on social issues and social policy.  He will bring an international perspective to the 
situation facing the 30% of Australians who live in rural and remote areas, including in terms of the 
isolation, unemployment and health and education services they have. 
 
Julian Disney will focus on the approaches needed to provide sustainable development and social 
justice for country Australia.  His cautious optimism will be supported by Dr Brian Fisher, Director 
of the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics (ABARE).  Dr Fisher will describe 
some of the latest evidence on employment and population growth in regional and rural areas. 
 
Is the cost of living cheaper at the coast or in the country?  Are people in regional centres better off 
than those in rural towns?  Dr Fisher will provide an insight into the economic trends and demographic 
shifts affecting rural and remote Australia.  The growth of manufacturing and services, including 
tourism, indicates that some communities previously dependent solely on agriculture are finding 
opportunities to widen their industrial base and improve the job and income security of their residents. 
 
The Prime Minister has been invited to give the Opening Address at the Conference. 
 
Organised by the National Rural Health Alliance, the 6th National Rural Health Conference will attract 
up to 1000 delegates to Canberra from 4-7 March.  Six simultaneous streams will accommodate more 
than 100 presentations by consumers, healthcare providers and policy makers, covering all aspects of 
the health and well-being of rural and remote communities. 
 
Full details of the Conference program are available on the Alliance website at 
www.ruralhealth.org.au.   
 
 
 
For further information contact the Conference Media Consultant, Yvonne Cramer, at the Alliance 
Office (02-6285 4660) or on (02) 6273 8119 at home. 


