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Party leaders support conference to focus on rural health 

 
Prominent members of all major political parties will present keynote addresses to the 6th 
National Rural Health Conference in Canberra, 4-7 March. 
 
The Prime Minister has been invited to present the Opening Address on Sunday 4 March.  
Keynote addresses will be given by the Deputy Prime Minister, John Anderson; the Minister 
for Health and Aged Care, Dr Michael Wooldridge; Shadow Minister for Health, Jenny 
Macklin; and Democrat Leader and Health Spokesperson Meg Lees. 
 
They are expected to focus on the relationships between healthy people, healthy rural 
communities and the services and infrastructure available in rural and remote areas.  The 
provision of an adequate health infrastructure, together with issues of education, 
communications, economic and environmental sustainability and the care of an ageing 
population, are also likely to be elements of these significant policy statements. 
 
The Conference, to be held in the Canberra Convention Centre, will attract up to 1000 
delegates from across rural and remote Australia.  Titled ‘Good Health, Good Country – from 
conception to completion’, the Conference will provide a holistic audit of the health and 
wellbeing of Australia’s rural and remote communities.  
 
Within six concurrent streams, more than 100 presentations will provide the real meat of the 
Conference.  Delegates will share their views on scientific research, case studies, arts-in-
health expositions and health industry issues.  Consumers and providers of health care will 
debate key issues, giving policy-makers a vivid insight into the real needs and priorities of 
their clients.   
 
The timing could hardly be better, given the election expected this year and the Prime 
Minister’s references this week to a targeted “social bonus” for rural areas.  One of the tests of 
any such ‘bonus’ would be its impact on the health of rural and remote families and 
communities.  
 
Full details of the Conference program are available on the National Rural Health Alliance 
website at www.ruralhealth.org.au 
 
 
 
For further information on the 6th National Rural Health Conference please call Gordon 
Gregory, Executive Director of the NRHA (02) 6285 4660 or Yvonne Cramer, Media 
Consultant, at the Alliance Office or on (02) 6273 8119. 
 


