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New Leadership Team for NRHA 
 

The NRHA has a new and expanded Executive team, led by Dr Nigel Stewart, a paediatrician 
from Port Augusta in South Australia. 
 
At its 9th AGM in Canberra recently, Council of the Alliance elected Nigel Stewart as 
Chairperson.  Deputy Chairperson is John Lawrence, CEO of Kilmany Family Care based in 
Bairnsdale, Victoria.  Treasurer is Mark Dunn, Australia’s southernmost community pharmacist; 
Mark’s pharmacy is at Dover in Tasmania.  Shelagh Lowe, a physiotherapist from St Mary’s in 
Tasmania, is the new Secretary of the NRHA. 
 
The new Executive of the Alliance also includes Steve Clark, a co-opted individual to Council; 
Jane Greacen, Louise Lawler and Megan McNicholl; and Nola Maxfield and Sabina Knight.  
Nola and Sabina are respectively the newest and the most experienced on Council; Sabina is the 
delegate from the Council of Remote Area Nurses of Australia (CRANA) and has been on 
Council since its inception, while Nola is the new delegate from the Rural Doctors’ Association 
of Australia (RDAA), taking over on Council from RDAA President David Mildenhall. 
 
Dr Nigel Stewart has been a specialist paediatrician with the Northern Regional Paediatric Unit at 
Port Augusta in South Australia for seven years.  The Service is involved with child and family 
health issues, and provides extensive outreach to rural and remote communities, including support 
for GPs, allied health professionals, nurses, Aboriginal Health Workers and communities.   
 
Dr Stewart emphasises the importance of a unified and focused approach to the rural and remote 
health challenges still facing Governments and the Alliance.  “We must talk to Governments as 
an independent organization of 22 Member Bodies, and we must collaborate with Governments at 
all levels, with local communities and with the professions in the interests of better health for 
rural and remote people,” Dr Stewart said. 
 
“At our recent meeting in Canberra we completed work on internal structural issues and 
governance which will strengthen the Alliance in its pursuit of the big issues.  We will work hard 
in the lead-up to the Federal Budget and the Election that will presumably be in 2001. 
 
“Apart from our Member Bodies, the Alliance’s greatest asset is its staff.  They need the security 
of clear direction and appropriate operational freedom.  I value the wisdom of previous Executive 
Members, so that the contributions of the likes of Steve Clark (Immediate Past Chairperson), John 
Lawrence and Sabina Knight will be of particular value.  At the same time I am delighted that the 
Executive includes new faces like Shelagh Lowe and Megan McNicholl, and that in Megan’s case 
her special expertise is in rural education and children’s issues,” Dr Stewart said.  
 
“The Council and its Executive, with support from our Member Bodies, will ensure that the 
Alliance remains safe, strong and at the cutting edge of work to improve the health of people and 
communities in rural and remote areas,” Dr Stewart said. 
 
Further information:   Dr Nigel Stewart, Chairperson, on mobile 0419 810 526 

Gordon Gregory, Executive Director, on (02) 62845 4660 (wk.) 


