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New Government Structure Will Help in the National Rural and Remote Health Effort 
 
The decision made last week by all Health Ministers in Australia to establish a new 
National Rural Health Policy Sub-committee is strongly supported by the NRHA, 
Australia’s peak non-government rural and remote health body. 
 
The new structure will be a Sub-committee of the Australian Health Ministers’ 
Advisory Council and so will have a strong and continuing relationship with Health 
Ministers and their Departments at Commonwealth, State and Territory levels.  This 
has the capacity to strengthen the overall national effort to improve health in non-
metropolitan areas. 
 
The States, Northern Territory and the Commonwealth have agreed that the new 
Committee will continue to meet regularly with the NRHA, as did its predecessor.  
“These face-to-face meetings are very important to the Alliance.  They provide a great 
opportunity to exchange information and views with all health jurisdictions – the 
Alliance couldn’t do its policy development or advocacy work properly without these 
relationships,” according to Mr Gregory. 
 
In another positive development for people in rural and remote area, Commonwealth 
Minister Michael Wooldridge has today confirmed the Budget decision to allocate 
$14.2 over the next four years to a Chronic Disease Rural Strategy.  It is understood 
that it will focus on asthma, heart disease, stroke, renal failure, type 2 diabetes, 
osteoporosis, cancers, and depression and disabilities caused by preventable injury 
such as farm accidents. 
 
“The NRHA is looking forward to making a major contribution to decisions about 
exactly how this new program will operate,” Mr Gregory said. 
 
The non-government health sector as a whole is in a strong position to contribute to 
the design and delivery of support for chronic disease management.  Recently a group 
of non-government organisations has come together to work more collaboratively on 
chronic disease management in rural and remote areas, and among indigenous 
populations.  The NRHA is one of the members of that new collaboration. 
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