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Budget 2000: A Major Boost to Rural and Regional Health Services 

 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance has warmly welcomed the range of new initiatives and 
enhanced programs for rural and regional health services announced in Budget 2000. 
 
Steve Clark, Chairperson of the Alliance, has written to the Minister, Michael Wooldridge, to 
congratulate him and the Deputy Prime Minister on the package. 
 
“Three announcements in particular stand out for us.  First, the Alliance is delighted that there 
will be nearly $50 million over four years for allied health professionals and nurses to be 
available through Divisions of General Practice to help build multi-professional health teams 
in rural and regional areas.  The Alliance has long argued for the Commonwealth to show 
national leadership on allied health and nursing workforce issues and this is a major step 
forward,” Dr Clark said. 
 
“Secondly, we are particularly pleased that there will be three new University Departments of 
Rural Health and nine Clinical Schools located in rural and regional areas.  With these 
initiatives the health sector, through the Federal Department, is leading the way in re-
establishing physical and social infrastructure in country areas.  The results will be beneficial 
to the fabric of country regions in the long-term, as well as to the training and support of 
health professionals for country areas.” 
 
“And thirdly, we welcome the relatively small but significant program to prevent and better 
manage chronic disease in rural and regional communities.  This is a good signal to give, 
focusing as it does on health promotion and illness management, and recognising that certain 
chronic diseases (including coronary heart disease, asthma and diabetes) are proportionately 
more prevalent in country areas.” 
 
The range of other programs welcomed by the Alliance includes: 

• assistance to rural and remote community pharmacy; 
• financial support for bush nursing and other non-government hospitals; 
• support for small aged care facilities; 
• extension of the Regional Health Services Program, so that there should soon be 

nearly 245 of them (including Multi Purpose Services and Centres); 
• enhancement and extension of the post-graduate training and undergraduate 

scholarship schemes that will lead in the long-term to more doctors in rural, regional 
and remote areas; and  

• support for more outreach specialist services. 
 
Further information: Steve Clark, Chairperson: 0418-778 003 
Gordon Gregory, Executive Director, (02) 6285 4660 (wk) or (02) 6281 3611 (a/h) 


