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New Dubbo Base for Royal Flying Doctor Service  
 
Mr John Lawrence, Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance, welcomed 
today’s announcement by the Hon John Anderson, Minister for Transport and 
Regional Services, that a new base for the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) is to 
be established in Dubbo.  
 
“This new base will create a mantle of safety for people in northern and western New 
South Wales,” said Mr Lawrence.  “With the acute shortages of general practitioners 
and other health professionals in many rural and remote communities, including in 
northern and western NSW, it is important for people in these areas to have access to 
state of the art aero-medical retrieval services.  The creation of this additional Flying 
Doctor facility in Dubbo will improve consumer confidence in the delivery of health 
services to the region. 
 
“The establishment of a base at Dubbo has been on the agenda for many years,” Mr 
Lawrence said.  “I congratulate Minister Anderson on his commitment to making this 
base a reality.  Mr Anderson has shown a strong interest in improving the delivery of 
health services to people in rural and remote communities and recognises the critical 
importance of effective air retrieval services for people suffering from trauma or acute 
conditions.”  
 
Initial capital funding of $2.5m will be provided by the Commonwealth Government 
to establish the base in Dubbo, with $0.5m provided annually for recurrent funding 
over the next four years.   
 
“Dubbo is ideally located for the establishment of another RFDS base in NSW,” Mr 
Lawrence said. “With 65% of all retrievals from northern NSW ending up in Dubbo, 
it was appropriate for the new base to be located there to complement the RFDS 
services operating from Broken Hill and Sydney.” 
 
In addition to aero-medical transfers, the new RFDS base in Dubbo will also provide 
primary health and clinical outreach services, such as telemedicine, to the Far West of 
the State.  These services will support existing GP and other health services, as well as 
filling the gap where services do not exist.  
 
The Australian Council of the RFDS is one of the 20 Member Bodies of the National 
Rural Health Alliance.  Last week, at the 5th National Rural Health Conference in 
Adelaide, the importance of first line emergency care to improving the health status of 
people in rural and remote communities was recognised.  
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