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Important National Approach to Rural and Remote Health is on the Horizon 
 
 
People in rural and remote Australia will welcome the fact that the new national 
framework for rural, regional and remote health services is very soon to be signed off 
by all Health Ministers. 
 
Healthy Horizons – A Framework for Improving the Health of Rural, Regional and 
Remote Australians, is the result of nearly two years’ consultations between people 
from country areas, health researchers and managers, and government officials.  The 
final version of the document went to Health Departments before Christmas and is 
due to be signed off by the end of this week.  The Western Australian Minister signed 
it off in mid-January and others are expected to sign this week. 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance played a major role in work to develop the 
Framework.  Consultations were held with organisations working on rural and remote 
health, and special consideration was given by the State, Territory and Federal 
Governments to recommendations from the 4th National Rural Health Conference 
(February 1997) and the Rural Public Health Forum held in October 1997. 
 
“The new Framework document will set the pattern for health services for the next 
five years,” said John Lawrence, Chairperson of the Alliance.  “It is therefore a 
document that we hope will become known to all of those interested in health in non-
metropolitan areas.  We regard it as important that all of the Governments that have 
co-operated so closely on development of the document will go the extra yard and 
make sure that its contents are available to all rural and remote people. 
 
“After that it will be up to individual communities and organisations interested in 
health to work in their own regions and with their State or Territory Governments to 
ensure that the approaches outlined in Healthy Horizons are adopted and adapted 
locally to lead to real improvements in health. 
 
“For their part the twenty organisations in the Alliance have committed themselves to 
playing a leading role in implementing its approaches.  The key thing about the new 
document is that it recognises the need for a ‘whole of government’ approach to 
improved health and puts primary health care at the centre of the agenda.”  
 
Healthy Horizons will be formally launched by the Federal Health Minister and his 
South Australian counterpart at the 5th National Rural Health Conference in Adelaide 
on 14 March.  Copies of the document will be available immediately after that. 
 
Further information:   John Lawrence (03) 5153 1146 
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