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Rural and Remote Health: All Roads Lead to Adelaide, March 1999 
 

For those interested in rural and remote health, all roads in early 1999 will lead to 
Adelaide. 
 
The 5th National Rural Health Conference begins on Sunday 14 March at the Adelaide 
Convention Centre.  It is expected that over seven hundred people from all parts of rural 
and remote Australia will attend this major biennial event.  Early Bird registration ends 
this month. 
 
There will be ninety contributed papers and ten keynote addresses.  The Prime Minister 
has been invited to officiate at the opening with John Olsen, South Australian Premier.  
Keynote speakers will include Jean Kittson, Gary Andrews (UN Director of the 
International Year of Older Persons), David Weller, Fran Baum and Sydney heart health 
expert Warren Walsh.  Others invited are Lowitja O’Donoghue and Paul Pholeros. 
 
The Conference will highlight successful approaches to health services in rural and 
remote areas.  It will include major sessions on the health and well-being of older 
people in rural areas.  Hazel Hawke will host a special breakfast as part of the 
International Year of Older Persons.  There will be a major focus on Healthy Horizons, 
the framework for improving health in rural, regional and remote areas from 1999 to 
2003.  It is expected that this new strategic approach to rural and remote health will be 
launched at the Conference by State and Federal Ministers.  
 
There will be a number of important ancillary meetings held in Adelaide before and 
after the Conference.  The Institute of Health and Welfare is planning a seminar on 
health indicators before the Conference, and there will be a special day on Aboriginal 
health organised by the Alliance and NACCHO.  AARN is holding its 7th National 
Conference in the lead-up to the Conference.  After the Conference there is expected to 
be a national meeting on Multi-Purpose Services (or ‘Regional Health Service Centres’, 
as the newest ones will be known). 
 
The Conference will also see the launch of friends of the Alliance and a celebration of 
movement of the Australian Journal of Rural Health from its founders, AARN, 
ACRRM and SARRAH, to the National Rural Health Alliance. 
 
The 5th Conference is organised in such a way as to maximise the information exchange 
and networking that takes place.  Full registration is only $395 if paid before the end of 
December and $495 if paid in 1999. 
 
 
Further information:Gordon Gregory, Executive Director  (02) 6285 4660 
   Sally Stevenson, Conference Manage r (02) 6285 4660 


