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Strong Interest in Papers for 5th National Rural Health Conference 
 

The high level of interest in rural and remote health in Australia has been 
demonstrated again by the number and variety of Abstracts received for the 5th 
National Rural Health Conference.  The Conference is to be held in Adelaide in 
March 1999.  This biennial event is a major contributor to policy debate on all aspects 
of rural and remote health. 
 
Conference Manager Sally Stevenson said that sixty Abstracts had been received so 
far, with more expected in the days until they close.  “We need all Abstracts by Friday 
6 November,” Ms Stevenson said today from the Alliance’s Canberra Office.  “After 
that the Abstracts will be considered by the expert Reference Group established for 
the Conference. 
 
“The Conference Reference Group has been invited from a range of health workforce, 
community and media interests.  They will advise the Organising Committee on the 
papers to be delivered to the Adelaide Conference,” Ms Stevenson said. 
 
“The Expressions of Interest received cover issues such as training for rural and 
remote health workers, acute and emergency care in small communities, whether the 
consumer voice is really being heard, and evidence on community programs to reduce 
the incidence of road trauma,” Ms Stevenson said.   
 
“Not including the Keynote Addresses there will be about 35 Conference Sessions.  
They will deal with topics ranging from rural and remote health indicators and the 
retention of rural doctors, to older persons, domestic violence, pharmacy, renal 
disease, diagnostic services and transport in rural and remote areas.  There will also be 
an Arts Stream and some of its contributors will present papers on Arts for Health in 
Rural Communities.  Any papers offered that cannot be accommodated on the 
Conference Program will be published as supporting material for the Conference, 
should their authors agree,” Ms Stevenson said. 
 
Further inquiries about the Conference program, registration and papers can be 
addressed to the Alliance’s Canberra Office or obtained from its home page on the 
Internet at <www.ruralhealth.org.au>. 
 
 
 
Further information: Sally Stevenson, Conference Manager (02) 6285 4660 


