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Alliance’s Welcome to Michael Wooldridge – and to ‘Regional Services’ 
 

At its AGM this week the Member Bodies of the National Rural Health Alliance 
expressed a warm “welcome back” to the health portfolio to Dr Michael Wooldridge, and 
welcomed also the new focus in Government and Opposition on ‘Regional Services’. 
 
“As we said during the election campaign, Michael Wooldridge has a high level of 
commitment to indigenous health and remote issues, and his overall experience in the 
health portfolio is highly valued by people in rural and remote areas,” Steve Clark, 
Deputy Chairperson of the Alliance, said today from Townsville.   
 
“The Alliance looks forward to meeting soon with the new Junior Ministers in the Health 
and Aged Care portfolio, Bronwyn Bishop (Minister for Aged Care) and Senator Grant 
Tambling (Parliamentary Secretary).  Other Ministers with whom the Alliance will be 
seeking early meetings are John Anderson, with his new responsibility for Transport and 
Regional Services, and Jocelyn Newman who now has responsibility for Family and 
Community Services. 
 
“We are particularly interested in the new portfolio of Transport and Regional Services, 
and expect that it will provide a clearer government focus on the rural community, 
environmental and quality of life aspects of health in rural and remote areas,” Dr Clark 
said.  “We also notice with delight that the ALP has appointed Cheryl Kernot as Shadow 
Spokesperson on Regional Services.  This will help give the high profile to rural and 
remote community issues that can only help in efforts to improve health in those areas.” 
 
At the Alliance’s AGM John Lawrence (currently in New Zealand) was re-elected 
Chairperson and Dr Steve Clark his Deputy.  Other Members of the Alliance’s new 
Executive are Lesley Siegloff, Bruce Harris, Michael Bishop and Sue Wade. 
 
 
Further information: Gordon Gregory, Executive Director  (02) 6285 4660  


