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Strong Recognition of Rural Health Disadvantage in Democrats’ Health Policy  
 
The Australian Democrats’ ‘The Health Policy Australia Has to Have’ provides a range 
of initiatives to address the health workforce shortages and health infrastructure problems 
of rural and remote areas. The Alliance is pleased to see strong recognition of the 
important role of nurses and allied health professionals in the provision of health services 
to people in rural and remote communities.  
 
“For too long Federal Governments have chosen to ignore the fact that the solution to the 
rural health workforce issue does not lie solely with providing incentives to GPs. GPs are 
central to the provision of quality health services in country areas.  They are necessary but 
not sufficient for a comprehensive rural and remote health service. Policies that only 
address the GP shortage are therefore insufficient to address the urgency and complexity 
of the rural health crisis,” John Lawrence, Alliance Chairperson, said today.  
 
“We are especially pleased to note the Democrats’ multi-professional approach to rural 
health workforce shortages with the inclusion of a range of incentives for nurses, allied 
health professionals and specialists to go to rural and remote areas. For too long the 
excuse has been given that nursing and allied health issues are the responsibility of the 
State or Territory governments. At the same time, we welcome the Democrats’ plans for 
more to be spent on retention of the 14% of rural doctors who leave or retire every year.”  
 
The Alliance also welcomes the additional funding to be provided to the public hospital 
system, including for the upgrade of rural hospitals and regional health centres.  
 
“The equity issues raised by the Democrats in relation to the Private Health Insurance 
rebate and the Coalition’s proposal for the tax deductibility of health insurance premiums 
are of particular relevance to people in rural and remote communities.  Low income and 
lack of access or choice of doctor, allied health professional or hospital are major reasons 
for the poor uptake of private health insurance.   
 
“The Alliance believes there is a need to compensate rural people for the lack of benefit 
from the PHI rebate.  This could be in the form of a rural credit based on 30% of the PHI 
rebate of $318m paid to rural communities to help upgrade health infrastructure.” 
 
“Finally, the Democrats’ recognition that the long term solution to rural health problems 
lies in the development of broad strategies for viable rural communities needs to be 
embraced by the other Parties,” Mr Lawrence said. 
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