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Alliance supports ALGA call for ‘real regional development’ 
 

The National Rural Health Alliance applauds the Australian Local Government 
Association’s efforts to have regional development treated as a priority by the Federal 
Government.  The ALGA today launched a proposal for the Commonwealth, in close 
partnership with local government, to develop Australia’s regions to their full potential. 
 
Speaking today from Bairnsdale, John Lawrence, Alliance Chairperson and Director of 
Kilmany Family Care, said that the NRHA and the ALGA have much in common on 
regional development. 
 
“The Alliance’s concern is with rural regions and with health, and we strongly endorse 
ALGA’s push for a major new Regional Australia Initiative and for local government to 
be used as the key link between the Commonwealth and local communities,” Mr 
Lawrence said. 
 
“We believe that rural development is a national issue.  It is also a health issue – and it 
is achievable as well. 
 
“We agree with the ALGA that the desirable new approach to rural and regional areas 
should have many parts.  They should include local employment programs, taxation 
incentives, assistance for small business and tourism, support for infrastructure and 
essential community services, work on rural health, partnerships with indigenous 
communities, and financial assistance to local Councils,” Mr Lawrence said. 
 
“We agree also that rural and regional development have the capacity to provide 
Australia with more efficient use of its resources, fairness within and between 
communities, and greater economic and ecological sustainability. 
 
“We are finalising our own Discussion Paper on a new approach to rural development 
and it has a great deal in common with what the ALGA has announced today.  It is 
timely now for governments, business and rural communities to agree a new course for 
Australia’s rural and remote communities. 
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