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Budget 98: Three Welcome Health Developments for Rural People 
 

In an otherwise quiet Federal Budget there are three initiatives which will be welcomed by people who 
are concerned with health in rural and remote areas. 
 
The first is the fact that expenditure on indigenous health is the fastest-growing area in the health 
portfolio.  “This is something that all Australians should support, given the huge challenges there are for 
this nation in indigenous health,” according to John Lawrence, Chairperson of the NRHA. 
 
“We are pleased to know that an extra $72.6 million will be spent over four years for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people, with the resources going to public health, immunisation and STDs, and the 
infrastructure (including housing) for indigenous health services,” Mr Lawrence said.  “We trust that 
there will be close collaboration with the community-controlled sector in decisions about allocation and 
management of these new resources.  It is also important to note the Minister’s reminder that lasting 
improvements in this area will take a generation of hard work in partnership with the communities.” 
 
The second initiative relates to public health.  The NRHA welcomes any move to shift total spending on 
health towards health promotion and illness prevention, and this was the focus of the National Rural 
Public Health Forum the NRHA was involved with in October 1997 
 
“Free flu vaccine, environmental health and injury prevention work should all make a difference in rural 
areas,” Mr Lawrence said.  “We are also glad to see the proposal to develop the Internet as a source of 
information on health issues, as long as there is recognition of the fact that many people in rural and 
remote areas cannot yet access the Internet.  It is sometimes forgotten that one million Australians did 
not have a telephone at home in 1995, reminding us that people on low incomes and without 
employment are significantly disadvantaged in many respects.  The Commonwealth’s Internet work 
should build on the expertise and work of the private sector and educational bodies,” Mr Lawrence said. 
 
The third initiative of interest to rural and remote people is the proposed Rural Multi-Purpose Health 
and Family Services Network.  “We are delighted that 30 new Multipurpose Services will be established 
in rural and remote areas,” Mr Lawrence said.  “The successful MPSs already operating are the best 
working model there is for combining local, State and Federal resources for health and family services. 
 
“The NRHA’s members look forward to being involved with the Community Planning Managers who 
are to help in the establishment of the new MPSs.  Negotiating the MPS with the local community is the 
most important matter for their success,” Mr Lawrence said.  “Other things for successful MPSs include 
consideration of how they affect the jobs of professionals, the relationship between health professionals, 
and perceptions in the local community about who controls the new service.  The NRHA will work very 
closely with Community Planning Managers to ensure that MPSs meet local needs,” Mr Lawrence said. 
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