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Action for Rural GPs Must Improve Morale and Numbers 
 

John Lawrence, Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA), speaking from 
Bairnsdale, today welcomed new opportunities for rural communities, governments and 
doctors themselves to work in partnership to enhance rural general practice.  
 
Mr Lawrence was commenting on the presentation to the Federal Government this week of 
reports on the future directions for general practice and on the training of GPs.   
 
The reports include welcome references to the role of doctors in preventative health care.  In 
receiving the reports the Minister, Dr Michael Wooldridge, referred to general practice as 
“the bedrock” of primary health care. 
 
Mr Lawrence said the NRHA welcomed the appointment of Dr Col Owen, Past President of 
the RACGP and a well-known advocate for rural health services, as Chairperson of the GP 
Strategy Transitional Group.  
 
“Members if the NRHA will consider the recommendations in the reports as quickly as 
possible.  We will then make our views known to the new Transitional Group and to the 
Federal Minister and other Parliamentarians.” 
 
“It should be a big year for rural general practice policies, both workforce and educational.  
The Government will have two major opportunities to make changes, including those along 
the lines of the recommendations  in the reports,” Mr Lawrence said. 
 
“The first will be the May Budget and the second their Election Platform. The Opposition will 
have its Election Platform as an opportunity to let the public know its plans for the situation.”  
 
“At the end of the day the NRHA will want to know that the morale of rural doctors can be 
continually improved and that their distribution across rural Australia is getting better,” Mr 
Lawrence said. 
 
“As is the case for other health professionals, the number and distribution of doctors is still a 
key issue.  This has been emphasised by the new President of the Rural Doctors Association 
of Australia, Dr Geoff White, who has this week joined Council of the NRHA.” 
 
Dr White has recently been emphasising that rural communities are short of 1,000 doctors, 
not the 500 figure often quoted in the past.  Some of this is because of changes in practice 
personnel but much of it, according to Dr White, was previously unrecognised because of 
remoteness. 
 
Further information: John Lawrence (Chairperson)  (03) 5153 1146 (w) 
    Gordon Gregory (Exec. Director)    (02) 6285 4660 (w) 
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