
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
28 August 1997       Media Release 
 

Alliance Calls for a National Rural Health Plan 
 

The Rural Health Alliance today called on governments to agree and sign off on a National 
Rural Health Plan to support implementation of the Rural Health Strategy.  The call was made 
in ‘Action on Rural Health’, published this week by the Alliance. 
 
“The Alliance is a strong supporter of the existing National Rural Health Strategy, which is a 
valuable framework for action on rural health,” Ms Sue Wade, Chairperson, said today.  “We 
believe that the new Strategy, which is expected to be endorsed by Health Ministers in 1998, 
will be even more useful if it is accompanied by a Rural Health Plan. 
 
“The National Rural Health Plan will translate the aims of the Strategy into measurable 
outcomes in specific target areas.  It will help health policy makers and planners to take 
action on the agreed proposals in the Strategy.  Also, it will enable everyone interested in 
rural health to see the progress made within the Strategy.” 
 
“The proposed Plan would increase the importance of work to compile and release user- 
friendly information on rural health status and on the contributions being made to it by health 
promotion and other health services.  Rural people and policy makers across the board will 
welcome an increased emphasis on such health indicators, as will the Rural Health Alliance.” 
 
The second National Rural Health Strategy was signed by all Health Ministers in 1994, with 
an Update being agreed and endorsed in 1996.  Work is currently underway to review 
progress with the proposals in the 1994/1996 Strategy and to prepare a new one which will go 
to Ministers in mid 1998.  
 
The Alliance remains a strong supporter of this strategic process because it is the best way to 
ensure a national approach to health services and outcomes.  Such a national approach 
underpins efforts to ensure that people have a fair go in terms of health outcomes, irrespective 
of where they live.  The existing Strategy contains a range of proposals on such things as 
regional health plans, funding for aged care and health, workforce issues, multidisciplinary 
activities and the impact of Medicare funding arrangements on rural and remote health. 
 
‘Action on Rural Health’, the Alliance’s first submission on the review of the existing 
Strategy, includes many ideas and recommendations which were discussed at the 4th National 
Rural Health Conference held in Perth in February 1997.   
 
The Alliance is looking forward to being further involved in the coming months with the 
review being undertaken by Commonwealth, State and Territory Departments of Health.   
 
Further information:  Gordon Gregory, Exec. Director, NRHA  (02) 6285 4660 


