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“Don’t Set Rural Health Back a Decade” 
Support for Rural General Practice Must Remain Focused  

 
Sue Wade, Chairperson of the Rural Health Alliance, today spoke out about the vital need for 
the resources and motivation for supporting rural general practice to remain focused on rural 
areas. 
 
Her comments come at a time when Divisions of General Practice in all States are considering 
establishing one or more State-wide bodies to co-ordinate their own activities and various 
workforce functions.  There are likely to be single bodies established in each State to co-
ordinate the activities of metropolitan and rural Divisions.  In some States the new body may 
also take responsibility for the rural medical workforce programs, including the operation 
within that State of the Rural Incentives Program (RIP). 
 
“The Alliance is very concerned to see that these new structures do not diminish or jeopardise 
the commitment to rural GP support.  It is critical that the RIP’s resources, and those 
earmarked for rural areas following the Federal Government’s decision on Provider Numbers, 
remain for use exclusively for the benefit of rural communities. 
 
“We are concerned to hear from some States that the metropolitan Divisions and their 
members have failed to consult adequately with their rural colleagues.  In addition to this, it is 
vital to recognise the good progress that has been made in developing a multi-professional 
approach to rural health workforce issues.  Teamwork between doctors, nurses, allied health 
professionals and Aboriginal Health Workers is one of the keys to the provision of optimal 
health care for country people. 
 
 “If the rural GP initiatives, including locum and family support, are hijacked by metropolitan 
doctors or their Divisions of General Practice it will set back the cause of rural health by a 
decade”, Ms Wade said.    
 
Ms Wade drew attention to the motion on this matter passed recently by the Rural Doctors’ 
Association of Australia calling for rural workforce agencies to remain autonomous of any 
State-based Divisions organisation.   
 
“The important thing for the Alliance is for the rural emphasis to be retained, irrespective of 
the new structures that emerge.  It may well be sensible for there to be only one divisional co-
ordinating body, particularly in the smaller States and Northern Territory.  But the rural 
workforce resources must be quarantined and the multi-professional approach to rural health 
workforce issues must be retained,” Ms Wade said. 
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