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NRHA: New Resources, Home, Activities 
 
Sue Wade, Chairperson, said from Adelaide that the new financial year sees the National Rural Health 
Alliance enter a new stage of its existence.  
 
“The Alliance is now stronger, better equipped and involved in a greater range of activity. 
 
“At the end of May we were advised of approval of a grant from the Federal Department of Health and 
Family Services to help meet the costs of operation of the Alliance for 1997/98 and 1998/99.  We are 
very grateful to the Department and to its Minister, Michael Wooldridge, for this continued support. 
 
“At the end of June the Alliance moved its National Office to improved premises in Canberra.  We 
now have an Office that reflects well on our role as the peak multi-professional non-government body 
working to improve health in rural and remote Australia. 
 
“And we are now engaged in a wider range of important work than ever before”, said Ms Wade. 
 
Among the major tasks listed by Ms Wade are the organisation, in collaboration with the Departments 
of Health and Family Services and of  Primary Industries and Energy, of the National Rural Public 
Health Forum to be held in Adelaide in October; and major contributions through the Rural Health 
Policy Units of the States, the Northern Territory and the Commonwealth to a review and revision of 
the National Rural Health Strategy. 
 
“The Alliance has committed itself to a number of actions to provide support to the National Rural 
Health Strategy and to its implementation.  In turn we welcome the acceptance by health agencies of 
the need to have measurable outcomes and targets for key documents like that Strategy”, said Ms 
Wade. 
 
Other priority issues for the Rural Health Alliance include work on community issues affecting the 
availability in rural areas of doctors and other health workers;  advanced nursing practice; and the 
health of young people in rural areas, including their mental and sexual health.  The Alliance is also  
represented on a growing number of committees concerned with rural and remote health.  
 
Sue Wade gave this report on progress to the Annual Conference of the Country Women’s Association 
of Australia, held this year in Adelaide.  The CWAA is one of the eighteen Member Bodies of the 
Rural Health Alliance, and the largest which is in the Alliance specifically as a consumer organisation. 
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